LIFE AMONG 
THE PATHANS 

(Khattaks) 



BUSTER GOODWIN 


/ 

/ 


V 



Scanned by 












I 

LIFE AMONG 
THE PATHANS 

(KHATTAKS) 

BY 


BUSTER GOODWIN 





LIFE ^ONG THE- PATHANS (KHATTAKS) by Buster 
Oc^win IS privately published,by a group of the author’s friends, 
^d copies are obtainable from 56, Addison Avenue, London 
Wll, U K. (price £1 each). 

Printed in the U K. by the Owl Printing Company, 

Tollesbury, Essex. 


Copyright C Buster Goodwin 1969. 
All rights reserved. 


On Account of a demand for my book “Life Among The Pathans” a 
second Edition is being Issued. I have Included in continuation of 
this book additional Chapters of the time spent by me amonth the 
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friends. These Chapters were omitted from The Original Edition as 
they were rather egocentric. Among These Additions is a chapter on 
my Posting to Jodhpur State, Rajputana, India, and my experiences 
there. This was during the early twenties. I again apologise for any 
errors in the Book and take this opportunity for tendenng my 
Grateful Thanks to Mrs. Janet Pott and Mr. and Mrs. John Staley 
without whose help on the Part of Mrs. Pott and the Enwuragement 
of the Staleys, who are very dear friends of Mine, this Book would 
never have been published. It is Rather amusmg how it canie to ^ 
Mrs Pott on a journey or trip to the East Stayed with me at 
Peshawar Ro^ ^walp.ndi for the Three nights. She called for the 
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Messrs. Ferozsons of Rawalpindi have kindly undertaken the 
task of printing the book. 
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foreword 


Colonel E. Goodwin who lived in the salt quarries Jatta near 
rnv' native village Jatta Ismail K.hcl is the author of this rare book 
VJfe Amon^ Pathans (Khattaksy\ He lias vcr> candidly 
illustrated the character of Khattaks in the social-economic 
environments prevailing in 1930’s, 40’s. The impoverish but brave 
Khattaks lived in the inhospitable area happily. They involved 
themselves in different kinds of intrigues and feuds. Goodwin's 
observing eyes penetrated through the inner self of a Khaltak which 
he illustrated in small episodes in the shape of this book 

Khattak is one of the larger tribes of the North West Frontier 
Province of Pakistan. A Khattak is hardy, intelligent, conseious of 
his honour and flexible in response. He knows the art of survival 
under most difficult conditions. He is loval and a very fine 
subordinate. As a leader he is compassionate and has the ability to 
win over his followers irrespeetive of their caste and creed. He 
mostly leads from the front. 

The Khaltak tcrritor\ is mostly hilly and barren. Water is 
searee and whatever land is available for agriculture, docs not grow 
much. However, historically Khattak tcrritor> cnjo>s strategic 
importance. Tliey control crossings over the Indus river at 
Nizampur (Attock), Khushalgarh and to some extent right upto 
Kala Bagh. Tlie only North - South lateral road Kohal - Bannu 
(and most recently the Indus Highway) pass through the Khattak 
terrilor)' 


Being a Khattak from Jatta Ismail Khel, I had heard a number 
of stories from my late father Akbar Shah who was a Lieutenant of 
my grandfather Sardar Bahadur Gulzada Khan (Page 191-198), 
regarding the later operations against the proclaimed offenders and 

r,!-' n"a a number of stories which I 

recalled from my childhood. When in Command of the Frontier 


Corps at Qila Balahisar; I decided to reprint this book from a photo 
copy presented to me by Advocate Amanullah Khan Khattak 

Frontier Corps (NWFP) has 93 Khattaks platoons which is 
the largest number amongst all other tribes of Frontier. Pakistan 
;^y and Frontier Corps Balochistan has also a sizeable number 
of Khattaks. ThisTiook will provide an insight to the geography of 
Khattak territory and to the character of Khattak solider which has 
been excellently described by the author through 23 years of living 
with them. The book will also be useful to those who want to know 
more about the Frontier during the historical period of 1940’s. It 
will prove helpful to political officers who are still faced with 
administration of the tribal areas of the Frontier through the old 
system of Goodwin’s Time. 

I am indebted to Major Jawad who has endeavoured to make 
the book compact, comprehensive and presentable. However, in 
reprinting of a book from a photocopy, despite his search to find 
the original text in many libraries of repute, the accomplishment of 
this task became very difficult. It was more challenging a project to 
recreate and reproduce photographs given in the book as they were 
blurred, out of focus and shaded black. 

I am grateful to Mrs. Sybil Walker sister of late Mr. Goodwin 
who very graciously allowed us to reprint this book and supported 
us. It has been our persistent resolve to give a systematic and 
logical shape to the contents of this book. How far we have been 
successful in our endeavours - we leave this to the reader to decide. 


Maj Gen Sultan Habib 

September 1999 Inspector General Frontier Corps 

(N.W.F.P.) 
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INTRODUCTION 

After I retired from service, friends suggested to me that I should 
write a book about my life and experiences ^ong tlw Kha^s of 
. North West Frontier Province of Bntish India, where I had the 
oood fortune to serve for approximately twenty-three years. This 
Srvice was spent both with the army and in civil appointments. 
Thev held that during this long period when the British Raj (British 
Rules) was in its twilight I must have led an interesting life, and a 
narrative of this period would prove of interest to them and to the 
general public. For a long time I refused as I considered that I has 
not the ability to do sufficient justice to the FGia^s, and that the 
standard of my English was not sufficiently high to justify my 
undertaking the work. However, the reader will see how I w'as 
persuaded to do so. 


On the 10th April, 1962, I received a letter from a Pakistani 
nephew who stated that he was angry with me and if others could ^ 

write on the Frontier I also could do so on the Khattaks. The 
Khattaks are a tribe of Pathans who inhabit the central and 
southern portions of the Kohat District and amongst whom I have 
passed the major portion of my service in the North West Frontier i!«i 

Province. He went on to write, ‘Tou are practically a Khattak 
yourself, if not by birth then by right of the fact that you spent a 
large portion of your life amongst them, and are thoroughly 
conversant with their language, habits, and customs. On these 
grounds you are in a most advantageous position to write”. My 
nephew concluded by saying that he would continue to be angry 
until such time as I complied with his request. 

. young officer is Major Mohammad Ibrahim Kohistani of 

the Tochi Scouts He commenced his service under me. He is a well 
read, intelligent, and able officer and as brave as a lion. 


I have narrated in this book incidents not in strictly 
ronological order, but as and when they came to memory in 
mg It IS now nineteen years since I retired from service and 
rather hazy as to time. The stories about fighting 
act strictly true and I figure rather prominently in some. I 

to believe that I do not desire to appear as writing in 
farf.. 1 ^^ myself, but self references arc unavoidable if true and 
al accounts are to be given. For this reason I have omitted in 
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some of the chapters my part in incidents in which I was 
prominently concerned in case I might appear egocentric, which is 
not my wish. I am not a hero. 

It may appear that I was a friend of outlaws and fugitives 
from justice. This is not so. Some of these outlaws or wanted men 
committed crimes which they has to as Pathans, or be stigmatized 
as cowards. 

My force of armed sepoys was a force for the prevention of 
smuggling and not to fight outlaws unless their assistance was 
specifically asked for. 

I have given a concise history of the Khattaks in the form of 
an appendix which I hope will interest the reader as I consider it 
essential to give a short account of their origin and customs. 

In conclusion, I apologize for the indifferent literary quality of 
the narrative and trust that interest in the book may to some extent 
atone for its faults. 

BUSTER GOODWIN. 


, typical TRANS-BORDER PATHAN 

The Dog ‘GULI’ mentioned in Chapter Five. 

2, THE ROAD TO JATTA 


.. ,nH half miles connecting with the Main Kohat Bannu Road, 
'^‘''®,mcte?by me in 1927. I had no knowledge of Engineermg so 
^"i, a auseway (Irish Bridge) across the Gorge instead of a 

Se (Lower Left Hand Comer). 


A'T-T'A rkAxrr'CDC 


4 KHATTAK DANCERS 


5. SPOTTING OORIAL 


Chapter 22. Snapshot taken just before I shot two oorial 
whilst Abdul Mannan outlaw was hunting me. 


6 FAKIR KHAN - KHATTAK DANCER 
DILAWAR KHAN 

7 THE AUTHOR IN HIS BUNGALOW WITH HIS 
ORDERLY BULL TERRIER 


8. A Young Khattak Dandy, 

He was Killed in a Gun Battle by enemies. 

9. Chapter 22, The two Oorial I shot, mentioned in Chapter 22. 

10. AFGHAN (KHOSTWAL) WITH CAMELS AT BAHADUR KHEL 

11. A Close view of the Author’s Residence at Jatta. 

12. A Panoramic view of Lake of Dhand Faqir 
(Presently Dried up) 

13. Ruins of the Barrack/Residential lines of the Troops at Jatta. 
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14 Remnants of the Rest House located in the mountains of 
Salt Deposits Near Jatta Ismail Khcl. 

15. An over-view of the troops barracks/lincs presently in 
a Dilapidated State at Jatta. 

16 Rums of the rest house adjacent to the salt deposits at Jatta 
17. Author*s Residence at Jatta. 
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To: 


Col Nisar Ah*od 
KO Frontier Corpe NWFP 


Subject: 


Publishing of QooK 


your Itr no lOl/5/l/EA; 


After a lot of efforts, it has been found that Colonel 
Buster Goodwin l«d been aspired about ten years back in Pakistan. 
The only surviving relative in UK is his sister Mrs S B Walker. 

Bo objection for republishing of the book ’Life aaong the Pathans 
(Khattaks)* after being translated into urdu has been obtained 
from the Lady, which is enclosed in original. Hopefully it will 
serve the purpose. 



• ' Army b Air Adviser 
(Zahid Haeid) 
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CHAPTER I 

BEGINNING 

During my youth I had read numerous talcs of derring-do and of 
fighting in the land of the PathanS. Wtiat struck me most was their 
courage, patience in adversity, prodigal hospitality and their 
romantic attitude to life in general. An agreeable feature of their 
code of life was that in all their inter-tribal fights and personal 
feuds women and children were held sacred and not molested or 
injured I felt that the Pathans must be a fascinating people to know 
and live among, because, although they were quick to anger and 
ruthless in pursuit of their quarrels, they also were generous and 
had a highly developed sense of humour although inclined, at times, 
to be crude and vulgar. 

To my delight I was posted to the Frontier in December, 1927, 
and my first place of posting was Jatta in the Kohat District. Jatta 
is situated in the heart of the Khattak country, the homeland of the 
tribe of Pathans about whom I am wTiting. 

The Jatta, rock salt is quarried and issued by the Government 
to the general public for consumption after the payment of excise 
duty. The annual requirements of a family of average size used to 
cost about one rupee per annum — or a little over a shilling. 

The “good fairy” who ordered my posting was Mr. J.C. 
Fergusson of the Indian Civil Service, a great scholar and kindly 
gentleman, who liked helping junior officer. He informed me orally 
that although I had been inclined to neglect my work in favour of 
sport, particularly shooting, he was sending me to Jatta in the 
Frontier to see what 1 could do. He also stated that the special pay 
attached to the post to recompense officers for isolation and danger 
would probably be a welcome addition to my salary. “Fergie” as he 
affectionately was known among us junior officers, was an English 
scholar and a cultured British gentleman. Occasionally one would 
come across notes by him on files, such as - “When will these 
literary barbarisms cease?” or, “I am not there to teach officers to 
write the Kings* English correctly”. 

A story goes that on the margin of a file he made a great note 
of interrogation against the word “MILEAGE” and noted, Oxford 
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•kill faCiF*** The officer concerned went into the chief. 

-lam ^ sir. but I do not follow the spelling of 
iSo^d^ct.inao'. b^Chamber’s 20th Century which gfve, 
the spelling as ‘MILEAGE 

A growl was heard following by the rapid exit of the officer. 

But all this is by the way. 

CHAPTER 11 

THE KHATTAKS AND THEIR COUNTRY 

The North-West Frontier should really be called the West Frontier, 
as the country lies north and south on the west of India and not 
north and west. 


Of all the tribes inhabiting this region, both in the 
Administered and Independent Tribal Territories, the Khattaks arc 
the most fascinating. They are a loyal, industrious, and happy folk, 
strict in the observance of the doctrines of Islam, and keep strictly 
to the Pathan code of honour known as “Pushtoonwalai”. 
(MILMASTIA BADAU that is Hospitality and Revenge). The 
language they speak is Pushtoo or Pukhtoo. In the southern 
districts of the province the softer dialect is spoken and the “sh” is 
used instead of the guttural “kh” which is used by the northern 
tribes. All Pathan writer, however, use the northern dialect. As I 
served mostly among the Southern Pathans I used the southern 
dialect. 


Among themselves, if a man infringed their code, they would 
say colloquially that “Hagah Pushtoo nah de kare” (he has not done 
Pushtoo). They are quick to anger, headstrong and, as I have 
already stated, courageous. Any insult to their code of honour or 
their amour propre” is resented, sometimes unduly, and they 
revenge themselves by retaliating. If the affront is grave or a slur on 
their honour sometiines a murder results, since Pathans hold that 
an insult to their honour can only be wiped out in blood. 


instance here of their insensate rage 
their attitude to the sanctity of human life. 


The incident occurred at Karak, a large village in the louthem 
area of the Kohat District. Karak is situated 13 miles distant from 
(he main Kohat-Bannu road, by which it is connected by a 
motorabic fair-weather road at the fifty-seventh mile. - I arrived at 
the circuit house there, (a house maintained for senior touring 
officers to stay in whilst on tour). I had just sat down to a welcome 
dish of tea made in the Pathan fashion by boiling tea, sugar and 
milk together, and very good in tastes, when a shot was heard from 
the direction of^ hamlet 200 yards distant. This story is true in all 
essentials, as in my capacity of a magistrate I conducted an inquiry 
and recorded the statement of the murderer within half an hour of 
the shot being fired. 


Slier Zaman and Gul Slier (names are not the true ones) were 
residing in two houses built of stone and mud, living side by side. 
The courtyards in front of the houses were separated by a wall 
eight feet high common to both. Shcr Zaman was sweeping his 
courtyard and Gul Slier was sitting on a charpoy placed against his 
side of the wall, smoking a “chilum”.(A charpoy is a local bed with 
string webbing; charpoy means “four legs”. A chilum is a local 
type of smoker’s pipe. The smoker sucks the smoke through water 
to cool it). Whilst sweeping, Shcr Zaman picked up a little black 
beetle, commonly known as a dung roller, and without thinking 
threw it over the wall. It accidently fell on Gul Shcr’s foot. 
Incidentally, the relations between the two men were not cordial. 
There was no cause for enmity, but they were just not on speaking 
temis. Gul Shcr picked it up and threw it back over the wall into 
Shcr Zaman’s courtyard. Shcr Zaman threw it back again and Gul 
Shcr retaliated. This happened once or twice more when Gul Shcr 
got up, entered his house, loaded his shotgun with buckshot and 
standing on his charpoy shot Shcr Zaman, killing him. 

I have given this stor>' out of place to give readers an idea of 
the terrible fits of rage which seize Khattaks and temporarily send 
them mad. 

To get back to the Khattaks. They arc of good physique and 
lithe in build. The majority of them arc of fair complexion and grey 
or blue eyes arc not uncommon. They wear their hair, as do most 
irathans inhabitating the hilly tracts, long and cut in a bob, called 
oy them “tsanrai”. The hair when cut reaches just below the cars. A 
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comb and small mirror is usually carried in the folds of the 
turbans and the hair is well oiled. 

The sight of a company of young upstanding Khattak sepovc 
with well combed sleek locks under their smartly tied turbans wiii 
gladden the heart of any army officer. 

They arc comparatively poor as their country is mostly a 
welter of bare hills, and land for cultivation is only available in the 
narrow valleys. The bare, gaunt hills have a lot to do with the 
formation of their character. On account of their comparative 
poverty and to a greater extent their martial spirit, Khattaks eagerk 
seek service in the army and, as they are amenable to discipline 
make excellent soldiers. Their women folk; although not kept in 
purdah, live a secluded life, that is, men other than their own near 
relatives arc not permitted to approach or speak to them “Purdah” 
roughly means “behind the curtain”. The word “Purdah” means 
curtain. Any fancied approach to a woman, such as singing, going 
about bareheaded, or combing of the hair, by a stranger within the 
sight or hearing of women folk is strongly resented by the men and 
invariably leads to quarrels and not infrequently to death. 

The dress of both men and women is modest. The men wear 
baggy trousers gathered in at the ankles and a long loose shirt 
hanging down to the kness. Now that they are becoming more 
sophisticated the shirts arc tighter and shorter, but never higher 
than just above the knees, (sec Plate 1 for idea of dress). 

The dress of the women in the southern areas is mostly red in 
colour with a black head covering. Twelve to fifteen yards of cloth 
is required for their baggy trousers. TTic shirts which reach below 
the knees are pleated from just about the breast and the same 
quality and quantity of cloth is used as for the trousers. 

The Khattaks are also rather improvident in spending lavishly 
on ente^ining guests and on ceremonies connected with marriage, 
b^h of a wn, circumcision, death feasts and, of course, feuds. 
When a son is bom to a man friends from far and wide come to 
^gratulate him. S(k)is are fired and the father, if he is poor, will 
distribute about 160 lbs. of raw brown unclarifled sugar called 
gur If the father is a man of substance there is feasting and 


4 


dancing. In the event of the birth of a daughter there are no 

entertainments. 

There arc few Khattaks without a blood feud on their hands 
which is prosecuted from generation. The idea of revenge is 
inculcated in sons from an early age as the only honourable course 
to follow. 

CHAPTER III 

POSTING TO JATTA 

I have already written that I was posted to Jatta, which is 
really in the heart of the Khattak country. Jatta is 25 miles distant 
from Kohat and is connected with the main Kohat-Bannu road by a 
cart road 5-1/2 miles long. It is a lonely, isolated spot and there are 
only three villages within a radius of 5 miles. The fort-cum- 
rcsidcncc in which the ofTicer-in-charge resides is built on a flat 
piece of ground 600 yards square on top of a hill, at an elevation of 
about 3,000 feet. An armed guard of 12 men under a naik 
(corporal) is posted to the residence for guard duty. A glance at 
Plate No.2 taken from an airplane will give the reader an idea of the 
stark and broken nature of the country. The total strength of the 
force under my command was 3 jemaders, 8 havilders (sergeants) 
and 109 naiks (corporals) and sepoys (private soldiers). They were 
posted about the countryside in little forts erected at strategic points 
in the vicinity of my residence. 

On my arrival at Jatta a guard of honour presented arms, 
which made me fell frightfully important as this honour had never 
been paid to me before. After inspecting the guard I was introduced 
by the inspector holding temporary charge to the Khans, Maliks 
and notables of the villages in my jurisdiction. All were armed with 
a motley collection of shot guns and rifles - some with the latest 
precision weapons and others with rifles manufactured at Zargun 

1?/ ^ Adam Khcl Afridi territory commonly known as the 
rran (pass). These men never left on their hands. Besides, the 
r ^ weapon w'as a sign that the owmer w^as a man of 
L / however, was temporarily suspended. They had 

shcc^ ^long with them gaily coloured and decorated fat-tailed 
Paih^* ^^llcd Doombas’, for presentation. This is a traditional 
an custom, which is dying out, and is meant to honour the 
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newcomer and guest. Actually, as he has just arrived it is meant ff, 
his table. I followed the usual procedure, which is to pat the shcc' 
on their heads in token of acceptance and asked the donors to kcc! 
them for me until required. The khans and others are well aware of 
this eustom and the token acceptance. Once, before my time 
officer who was ncwlv posted to the Frontier and ignorant of’thu 
custom accepted all the sheep offered to him and caused 
consternation among the donors. 

After I had returned the sheep for keeping, Sonab Qoj 
commonly known as “Tor Sonab (Black Sonab), one of the 
notables who was justly famous for his hospitality in this counir\ 
of ultra hospitable people, said to me. 

\ have not brought this sheep to present to you as a gesture 
and I am not going to be fobbed off by you asking me to keep it for 
you’. 


There was a great feast that night, attended by most of the 
visitors. I was the guest of honour. I sat on the floor with them and 
ate with my fingers, a rather messy procedure as I was not used to 
it, but at which as time passed I soon became proficient. I took care 
to wash my hands before and after the meal. This little observance 
and attention to other prejudices and customs as my time passed 
among the Pathans enabled me eventually to be accepted and 
enrolled in the Khattak Brotherhood 

My host Sonab insisted on loading my plate with pillau’ (an 
eastern dish of rice mutton and butter) and other delicacies from the 
sheep To use a cliche, I dined well but unwisely, and paid for it 
with frightful indigestion I was in a state to give the friar in the 
Summoner’s story (Chaucer, Canterbury' Tales) a much handsomer 
donation than the ailing Thomas did 

Next morning I look over charge from the Inspector Lab 
Niranjan Das He was a splendid type of brave frontier Hindu He 
was severely wounded in the chest by the trans-border Wazin 
during one of their raids 


Frontier. The first thing to do was to learn Pushtoo, and for that a 
‘miunshi” (a teacher or learned man) had to be engaged from Kohat 
26 miles distant A further incentive to learning the language was 
the grant of a reward of rupees 1,000 to officers who passed the 
examination bv the Higher Standard. It was also compulsory for 
olficers posted to the frontier to take the examination. 


A munshi named Mohammad Zarif Khan, fair, spectacled as 
befits a man of learning, with a gaunt face framed by a luxuriant 
black beard was contacted. As there was no regular wheeled trans- 
nmt bcfxvcen the Kohat-Bannu road and Jatta, the munshi arrived 
buTat the nearest point to Jatta, and walked 3-1/2 miles up 
h'm in mv residenee. Being a town dweller and unused to strenuous 
Jlas^he arrwed m a state of e.vhaustion. After he had reeovered 
to a eertain extent, terms of remuneration were settled. It wns now 
L second week of Januarv, and the next examination in Pushtoo 
Jas to be held 'n the first week of April If I failed to pass in April, 
I hnvn in w.nii until Octobcr for the nc.xt examination. 


The charges of the munshi were rupees fifty per mensem or in 
lieu a lump sum of rupees six-hundred to be paid on my passing the 
examination, whether in April or October. It was up to the munshi 
to work hard. Fortunately for him I passed in April. 


As the munshi had other work and pupils at Kohat, he 
obviously could not come to Jatta daily It was arranged that he 
would arrive on Saturdays by mail bus at 10.30 am. and 
disembark at the Hindu Tank, the nearest point to Jatta The Hindu 
Tank was so called as it had been excavated by a pious Hindu to 
supply drinking water to thirsty travellers and by this act of charily 
lay up treasure for himself in the next world. A quiet pony would 
be sent to meet the munshi at the tank. My Arab was rejected as 
being loo lively The munshi was not much of a horseman and was 
a man of God as well On his arrival we would work at Pushtoo 
from 12 noon to midnight, and the next day, Sunday, from 6 a m to 
10.30 a m with breaks for meals which we would partake together, 
and practice conversing in Pushtoo whilst eating. The munshi 
would then return to Kohat by the 11 30 a m bus 


At Jatta only Pushtoo, the language of the Pathans, is spoken , j progress, as there was no other 

Lnglith and Urdu the **Iingua franca of India was know'n only ^ language to act as a medium oi conversation between me and the 
the subordirtate ofTiceri and clerks, all of whom belonged to the 
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sepoys. My reward when I spoke to the sepoys and inhabitantc 
Pushtoo was in the pleased look on their faces. 

The munshi, a serious individual and a strict orthodox Mucii 
amused me at times by his naivete. ^ 


One night we were reading a story in the text book when wc 
came across an anecdote relating how a saint converted a mouse 
into a lovely maiden. As the story went on to eulogise the charms of 
the lass, 1 turned to the munshi and said. 


“A nice girl to have an affair with, munshi sahib?” 

really shocked or pretended to be so and shook 

his head and said. 


“Sir, you must not say such things to me. I am your teacher 
and do have respect for my beard.” To most Muslims a beard is a 
sign of piety and sanctity. 


The Pathan roared with laughter and repeated his question. 
Teasdale gave his name again. 

This sent the Pathan into paroxysms of mirth, which annoyed 
Teasdale a lot, as he could not understand why his name should be 
a source of laughter. Just then the munshi arrived and Teasdale, 
very' anno>’cd, turned round to the munshi and said. 

This is a most impertinent rascal you have employed for me 
as a talking man.’ 

The munshi reprimanded the man and enquired the reason for 
his hilarity. The man replied, “ Hagah vace, chih Zamah noom teez 
day”. (He says that his name is a fart), and again roared with 
laughter. The sound of the word Teasdale is similar to the Pushtoo 
words “teez day” which means, “It is a fart.” 

I have no excuse for relating this coarse stor>'. 


I retaliated with, “What has your beard to do with it? It is a CHAPTER IV 

cloak with most of you people to hide a multitude of sins. I bet you 

were a gay spark in your younger days. MY INITIATION TO LIFE ON THE FRONTIER 


He inquired, “Who told you?” 

I retorted, “There you are”. 

Another night when he was in an expansive mood, he related 
to me an amusing anecdote about a young officer who w^as learning 
Pushtoo and was one of his pupils. The nature of the story did not 
go well with his profession of being a serious and religious person. 
Here is the story. 


Captain Teasdale of the Frontier Force was studying Pushtoo. 

stage in his studies, when a raw 
employed for him to practise speaking the language. 
One day when they were conversing, the Pathan said to Teasdale 

“Sahib sta suh noom day?” (Sahib what is vour name^ 
Teasdale replied “ Teasdale.” name). 


My initiation to life on the Frontier came soon after 1 took 
over charge. Among the Pathans, man and boy friendships arc not 
uncommon. These friendships usually have no sexual relationship, 
although such relationships arc not unknown. The reason for these 
tncndships is that in Pathan land men arc strictiv excluded from the 
companionship of women other than those of their own immediate 
ramiiy. As these women seldom leave their homes, except to fetch 
hoiKphniH wood and arc continually engaged in their 

mTiliiimm “''c ''cpt to an absolute 

this inllL” '’y name, had an affection of 

IshmaTkii? handsome Hindu youth of 

iuC m^n ul, and 

quarry men who worKcd at Jatta. 

di^ectbn^o7^hV^?^°^^4l ^^ ^ was heard from the 

ction of the village. The sentry' on duty reported to me that the 
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(lash and sound of riHc explosions could be seen in and around 
IshmacI Khcl. 

Accompanied by fifteen armed men I set out to assist th^ 
villafic folk. The village was three miles distant. It was a hazardous 
trip as the stream in the deep gorge which had to be crossed on the 
way was in hcaw spate. It was only by linking hands and facing 
upstream that the'men were able to cross. I was riding. ^ 

By the time I arrived at the village the firing had ceased. I w^s 
informed that the village had been raided by trans-border tribesmen 
probably Ali Khcl from Tirah, and they had kidnapped for ransoni 
two Hindus, one of whom was Sewa Ram. The maliks informed me 
that the raiders had just left and were retiring via the Chorabgarh 
(hill of thieves) straight for the border. Incidentally, I would like to 
mention here that this name for the hill I found later on to be 
appropriate. On shooting trips I often found in deep dark clefts 
embers, scraps of food, and on one occasion a “hookah”, (a water 
pipe for smoking tobacco). 

There was no time to be lost. Reinforced by the village 
“chiga” (pursuit party), I set out after the outlaws with my men 
amongst whom was Makhmad. It was a bright moonlight night and 
Makhmad was wearing a white shirt which made him rather 
conspicuous. The raiders were retreating bv bounds, and must have 
"I’o "as conversant with tactics. Half of 
vLih 'T “P positions and the remainder 

cam vel and so on. The 

rctKcnMhh'^ h c of ‘he raiders 

prSdcd bv£«h companion m distress were 

Kour ucei i “’em hurry-. Within half 

in advance of cvcrvhivtv'^r® h^akhmad was well 

shouted to Makhmad to haft*^’ to rescue Sewa Ram. I 

heed to mv orders Sc raS, I!hut he paid no 
and taken up coverine nne^ ‘oP °f ‘he Chorabghar 

raiders, • Remr^S”’^ '’^ ^^“'<h'"ad shouted to the 

advance a foot further a'ndTwni'*shom*'S'u”'^ no quarrel with you; 


Makhmad in his white shirt made s splendid target in the 
bright moonlight. He paid no heed to the warning, nor did he lake 
cover, but kept on advancing. As soon as he got to fairly open 
ground the outlaws opened fire, and shot him through the chest. He 
died shortly after. On seeing Makhmad fall, my men saw red, and a 
perfect fusillade was opened on the outlaws. As dawn was by this 
time near and the party of outlaws fewer than us in number, they 
decamped, leaving Sewa Ram and the other Hindu behind. It was a 
mercy that they were not knifed or severely injured. On reaching the 
crest of the hill we found an outlaw' w ith a bullet through his head, 
lying dead behind a rock. His rifle and bandoleer however, had been 
taken away by his companions. 

The loss of Makhmad, due primarily to his rashness but to 
a large e.xtcnt on account of his conspicuous dress, taught me a 
lesson. It was that no matter how great the urgency, before setting 
out on a patrol. I should make certain that the men were 
inconspicuously dressed in grey. Mazari clothes. 

CHAPTER V 

KIIANANEE 


After an interval of two months, the affair relating to Khananee 
occurred. Khananee was a smuggler and outlaw and before he took 
to his criminal career used to reside at Ghurzandi, a village near 
Lachi. His companions were of a similar ilk; as a matter of fact, he 
was the leader of a gang which I would class among the petty 
thieves. He was fair, short, and wiry in build. He had the Pathan 
grey eyes and hair of a ruddy hue. He earned his living by 
smuggling and raiding, but on a small scale as compared with the 
raids carried out by the trans-border folk. 

My chief had arrived from Kohat on tour. The men w’erc a 
w cart road and acting as escort to him. 

We had finished dinner and were sitting on the roof behind the 
parapet walls chatting when suddenly from a short distance aw'ay 
towards ^thc cast a terrific fusillade broke out. Evidently a 
smuggler s raid was on and the smugglers had been detected by the 
sepoys, who every' night used to lay ambushes on the various paths 
leading to the quarries. The spare men at headquarters immediately 
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reported for duty, I quickly donned my grey Pathan clothes and . 
Tout for the scene of the fmng. My chief said he would ^ 
behind and hold the fort. Officers of irregular corps whcn^ 
operations usually wear grey Mazar. Pathan dress to prcvcn, { 
raiders recognizing them as officers and making them the target k 
their fire Before arriving at the scene of the firing, we had to 
through a narrow cleft in the hill like a narrow cutting. It was ab^ 
twenty feet high and four feet wide, extending nearly sixty feet i 
selected two men and posted them in the cutting, telling them 
hide, and if anybody came along to grip him by the waist and 
secure him. 


By this time the firing had died down and when I arrived at the 
scene of action I found that the sepoys had set fire to the long grasj 
around the entrance to a cave. I immediately ordered the fire to be 
extinguished, not with out using some coarse language, as we all 
made clear target in the light. On inquiry 1 was informed that the 
men had contacted smugglers, who on being challenged fired on 
them, and they had returned the fire. On my stating that the number 
of rounds fired was sufficient to wipe out a platoon and I was 
unable to see any dead or wounded, the scpo>’s very eagerly and 
with much talking, showed me splashes of blood on the ground 
saying that they had hit one of the smugglers. On our side one of 
the sepoys had an car slightly nicked and more blood was oozing 
out than the size of the wound w arranted. A dressing was put on. 


The men then pointed to the cave and informed me that one of 
the smugglers had entered it and they had set fire to the grass to 
prevent him escaping in the dark. It was now' up to me to do 
something. I peered around the entrance to the cave, but could see 
nothing in the dark, so I flicked on my electric torch. In its beam 1 
saw an armed man crouched behind a little mound at the end of the 
cave. He had his rifle pointing towards the entrance. I could never 
thoroughly understand why Pathans for the sake of minor thefts 
were prepared to shoot rather than give themselves up. Probably 
they did not wish to be laughed at or taunted as spineless 
individuals. It appeared to me to be a futile gesture. The matter to 
be decided was how to get the outlaw out of the cave w ithout loss 
of life, if possible. As I was dreadfully afraid of getting shot if ^ 
ventured in, I shouted to him to come out or I would fetch him ou^ 
by force. He replied, ‘*1 am not coming out Gootman Sahib (that is 
how he pronounced my name). If you come in I will shoot you”. ^ 


an absurd reply as h«]]^Thi?cTe 

lose faee or be .‘h°ught “S „^,^ber of men for guarding 
ould have ^ vVhilst I was eogitating as to what 1 ^wld 

eentraneeofthccava la^ge, Waziri 

’’ ® rursoTved the probfem for me. He rushed m, seized 
fugSer by the buttocks and started woriy mg him. 

niir “Call of the dog, 1 am coming out”. I must 

illy)! “FIM >«1' 

,«n, and then come out with your hands up 

. j A 1 ,-oilrH Guli off. He was arrested and 

bscquenlh' punished in a court of law for being in possession of 
iliccnsed amis. 

1 ,hmk that what makes these men risk jives for a petty 
:ft could not be an>'thing else than the fun of the thing. There is 
I Other explanation. 


I returned to Headquarters the same w'ay w'e had come 
suspecting that the two men I had posted in the cutting, through 
fear of being knifed in the darkness of a very dark night, would not 
be where I had posted them and might use their rifles on anjbody 
entering the cutting, I called out to them. My suspicions were 
correct. They replied from above the cutting and probably had their 
rifles trained on the entrance. They were ordered down and told to 
fall in When we returned to Headquarters, I gave them a raspberry 
and a punishment extra duty for a week. 


During both of these incidents the firing w'as wild and 
untrained. It is not nervousness or fear that occasionally makes the 
Khattak fire wildly, far from that; it is just the excitement and to be 
able to boast afterwards that they had fired so many rounds and had 
slain or hit so many of the enemy. They w'ill fire at anything if they 
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U t „.,. thit an enemy is lurking in a certain direction i, 
suspect Of ^ disciplined and not raw villagers th! 

is only "hon‘Jo a ' ^.^o, since it is difficult for them to 

fc »"lV 

I nive below an instance of how uncontrolled firing enabled, 
surrounded him. 

Kalandcr Bhangi, Khcl, after a raid and subsequent pursuit, 
was cornered in the late afternoon in a deep, dark cleft in the Karar 
Uis cleft or gorge was heavily wooded. During the little 
d^fighUeft there waf a bt of dcsultoiy firing. As soon as the sun 
set the “chishas” (pursuit parties of villagers) surrounded the cleft 
almost on all sides, except for one place, ''here there was an almost 
vertical cliff which was considered unclimbabic. Kalandcr was a 
very astute person. He waited until about 2 a m. when man feels the 
call of sleep most. He and his companion then fired two shots 
where the flash of Kalandar’s shots. This was Kalandar’s 
opportvnity Noticing that there was no flash of rifle fire from the 
side of the steep cliff, and there was a lot of noise from all drections 
except that of the cliff and shouts of, "Be alert, the outlaws arc on 
the move”, Kalandar and his companions took off their sanddals, 
made of dwarf palm leaves, to enable them to get a good purchase 
with their toes on cracks and projection in the rock. They then 
somehow or other sealed the cliff and escaped. 

It is most ncccssar>' for success when going out on patrol or in 
pursuit of raiders to w'am the men, particularly the undisciphnca 
village chighas, not to fire without or until they actually see 
something. 

CHAPTER VI 
THE KHATTAK DANCE 

The dance of the Khattaks is usually referred to as a I^hatt^ 
Dance, at it originally was performed by men of the Khatak TriW 
only. This nomenclature is incorrect. Among the KhattaK 
themselves it is knouTi as the “bangarah”. and the entire 
performance consists of three separate phases. The performance 
commences with the “bangarah”, which is performed with swords* 
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f 1 lowed bv the *‘derabi”, also performed with swords, and as the 
finale, the ‘'bulbullah”, without swords. 

A senior officer from Delhi was about to visit Jatta on a tour 
f inspection. As these visits of inspection were also occasions for 
Lcial rela.xation and they made a break in the lonely and 
monotonous c.xistencc at Jatta, it was decided after much talk and 
nrmimcnt to entertain the visitor with a "bangarah”. This gave 
cverNbodv an excuse to be busy and enjoy himself in making 
arraimements for the coming festivities. 1 was to give a dinner 
which was to be followed by the dance. I also invited a few friends 
from Kohat to be present. One of these was Bertie Smith, the 
ncDutv Commissioner, well knoun on the frontier for keeping 
ncace alone the border. The visitor from Delhi was a splendid type 
^fmost of the officers of the Indian Civil Service were. He could 
relax and be affable without loss of dignity, and would on social 
occasions put junior officers completely at case. His honoured 
mime was Arthur Lasccllcs Hoyle, and to me personal y he was 
most kind. He has long since retired from service, and I take this 
opportunity of paying tribute to him. 

The great day arrived and after a busy inspection, which 
mcrcifiillv passed without a hitch, steps were taken to finalize 
arrangements for the dance that night. Dry wood and brush was 
stacked for the bonfire. Tea, sugar and milk also were kept ready 
for the dancers. 

The dance w as to be performed on the flat piece of ground in 
front of my fort on top of the hill. The best Khattak dances arMo 
be seen in villages when performed by the villagers themselves, c 
dances one secs in large towns in the frontier arc not comparab e in 
technique with those performed by villagers. The pleasure an 
excitement of these dances arc great, and the dancers hteral y ge 
drunk with dancing. Tlic best performers come from the villages ot 
Makori and Ishmacl Khcl. 

A -bangarah” is seen at its best when performed on a dark 
night with a large bonfire of logs and brushwo^ i!^n 

centre of the dancers. Swords which flash in the firclig w 
whirled arc necessary. Brushwood is thrown on the tire, w i , 
bursting into flame, sends sparks high into the air, t e 
looking like a sw'arm of fire-flics. An important i cm 
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orchestra — two flageolets and two drums. The flageolets wh 
played sound something like the pipes of Scotland. Unless all the^*' 
conditions are fulfilled, the dance is a tame affair. ^ 

After dinner, during which whisky was imbibed liberally - a 
mounted leopard skin and also given a drink or two -- the gucst^ 
were escorted with Highland honours, actually, Pathan honours, to 
low-slung chairs at the place of entertainment. 1 must here state that 
unless a glass of the cup that cheers is taken before a Khattalc 
Dance, a person is unable to appreciate to the full the heart-stirrino 
cadences and movements of a “bangarah”. ^ 

The bonfire already bad been lit and flames and sparks were 
shooting about twenty feet into the air. The drummers were 
warming and tuning their drums at the fire. Sentries, unknown to 
the visitors, were posted at strategic points in case evilly disposed 
persons or raiders took the opportunity when all were off guard to 
stage a raid. 

Amongst us officials there was a mood of excitement brought 
on probably by the whisky. There was a look of anticipation on the 
faces of the villagers who had come to see the “tamasha” (Tamasha; 
means fun, spectacle, dance). The maliks, chiefs, and notables were 
provided with charpoys to sit on. The orchestra then set up a slow 
movement for the “bangarah”. The dancers, bareheaded, their 
bobed, well-oiled locks glistening in the firelight, with gaity 
coloured handkerchiefs ties round their waists or knotted round 
their necks, and swords in their hands, sauntered casually in twos 
and threes towards the bonfire and with an air of boredom formed a 
circle around it. The dance was on. Three high steps towards the 
fire, a pirouette or twirl with the sword waved across the body, then 
three steps back, moving gradually at the same time counter¬ 
clockwise round the fire. In ten minutes there were over twenty men 
forming a moving circle of dancers. These were occasionally added 
to by some of the sightseers who, fired by excitement, joined the 
dance for a while and then retired. These were usually middle-aged 
men, some of whom must have been expert performers when young 
as their technique was excellent. The tempo of the dance gradually 
increased until the dancers were stepping, whirling, pirouetting and 
swinging their swords in a fast, mad rhylhm. T^e sight of tnc 
beautiful lithe bodies in graceful action, the swords flashing in the 
firelight and the bobbed hair of the dancers rising and falling like a 


cheering loudly ^ .vithout the bl^ 

)crsonally, onlookers owing to *;? 

wre for the most part quiet and restrained m *c r 
;cnior oiigh one eould notiee the glint in their eyes. Now 

ippreciation altl g enthusiasm by the 

ind again - favourite daneer, would rise up, take off his 

performance o jash it 

turban o . appreciation. For the same reason 

‘ nnllv a drum'mer would advance opposite a dancer whom 
occasiona y, superlative merit and beat his dmm 

fron? of him inciting the dancer to ever greater effort 
furiously in front o orchestra wou d 

and sp e ^ sDced of the beginning notes. The dancers would 

IZand walk ^oXaround the bonfire for a rest. In the meantime 
fhp^dmmmcrs would continue their soft tapping and the bonfire 
would be replenished with wood and brush wood before starting the 
ame movXnt again. They would perform this figure twice more 


Whilst the dance was in progress, tea, sugar, milk and water 
would be boiling together in a large cauldron. Tins is how Pathans 
make their tea; they like it strong and sweet. Any dancer or member 
of the orchestra who wanted a little refreshment would drop out for 
a jugftill. 


One dancer in particular, a handsome youth of eighteen named 
Zarbadshah (the king of gold), danced like a lambent flame. Hoyle 
was so pleased with his dancing that he sent for him and 
complimented him on his performance. He offered him a monetary 
reward which the lad greacefully refused, saying ‘it is reward 
enough for me if the sahib is pleased”. A scrutiny of the photos of 
the dancers Plate 3, will give the reader some idea, although not a 
very satisfactory one, of how the dance appeared to the audience. 


After two more movements the ‘‘bangarah” was completed and 
the “derabi” commenced. Two men, sword in one hand and a gaily 
coloured handkerchief in the other, got up and faced the orchestra, 
which remained stationar>' in a suitable place. The two dancers 
stood at a distance of twenty yards from the orchestra and then 
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advanced towards it in quick time, stamping their feet alternatel 
the beat of the drum, whirling their swords and waving 
handkerchief above their heads. As they approached the dr\j^J?^‘^ 
the tempo increased to a crescendo, the dancers commenced to t 
and spin like tops. Whilst spinning they returned to the place f 
which they had started, and finished that phase by suddenly sitt^*^ 
down on their hells. Other couples then took their turn and sho\ 
their places and agility. 

The “derabi” was followed by the "bulbullah”, a dance som 
what in style to the movements of the “bangarah”, only the swo H 
are discarded and instead, after a twirl, the dancers clap their hand 
in unison. This dance is commenced by two of the dancers singino^^ 
love song in a high falsetto voice as they circle slowly round th^ 
fire. Whilst singing the singers hold their hands to their ears LatJ 
they informed me that it helps them to sing in tune, to me an 
e.xtraordinary idea. After the song the beat of the drum increases 
slightly and the dance proper commences. 


The Baraks arc great smgers.^^^^^ of “rebab” which is the 
of a soaiy mostlC ttmes about heroes past and 

■'u fhmouI ouS. or passionate love songs. The tempo of 
present, :n,..cs^to that of Western music and is 

‘’hi'ZelTunhk X^of Probably that is why Pathan 

Jus.c appeals to Western ears. Some of their airs have been “sed 
fo^Zd^s bv European band-masters of regiments especially by 
those of Indian armv regiments. On long route marches "ben 't is 
not possible to take along a full band, a band, if it can be called so 
of'two flageolets and two dmms play for the troops. The sound of 
these few'instniments playing adapted Pathan airs, usually in the 
mLr ke\' is hauntingly lovely and tears the heart strings out of 
one A famous tunc for a march is the "Zakme Oil”, (the Wounded 
Heart) Some writers, to make the name more romantic translate the 
naiiie as ' The Bleeding Heart" but this is not correct as the word 

/-I*' 1 i If/'I\r ‘‘ 
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This dance or pcrfomiancc, whatever it may be called 
popularly known as '*thc Khattak dance” is performed by villagers 
at weddings, ceremonies connected with circumcision, and festivals. 
In days of yore the "bangarah” only used to be performed by men 
of a clan at the conclusion of a succccful foray or raid. 


In the singing of songs, one man sings a verse and at the end 
of each verse a chorus repeats the verse or a part of it ending 
usually w ith a "wai, wai, wai” There are different t>pes of airs for 
different subjects. Their names in Pushtoo would not mean 
ainthing to the reader. 


If any reader w ishes to see a sight which cannot be surpassed 
for excitement and making the blood gallop in the veins, let him if 
possible visit a village in the Khattak country when the villagers arc 
holding such a performance. Her majesty, the Queen, on her visit to 
Peshawar in 1960, or w'as it 1961? witnessed a Khattak dance and 
from all accounts she was pleased. 

The “Bangarah” usually is danced by the Senai Khurram clan 
only. Other clans such as the Bhangi Khcl, who specialize at the 
"‘bulbullah”, and the Baraks, the Dcrabi, are nowadays joining the 
happy band of “bangarah” performers. 

The chief, at the conclusion of the dance, was asked if 
would care to listen to some Pathan singing. He very cheerfij|ly 
replied. “The night is young and it would give me great pleasure’ ^ 
did not know whether it would give him pleasure, but he was ^ 
gentleman and I expect he wished to please the Pathan performers 


in the singing ot some songs, after a verse is completed one of 
the choms rises and dances a few intricate steps, shaking his head 
ot bobbed hair which, when it rises and falls, appears most 
attractive. 

persons' nhnu?"®! bavc titles They arc known by tlic names of the 
"Arsnh ibcy have been composed — for instance 

CW There Ts" a Zi “CulbadshalTs song" 

"I'ichl wall sc^nZS.' “Gulbadshah’s sonf"; 

relates to lovZ maideiniZZ'^^ln ' learned to sing 

me Leila olieduh nuh vi kht ^ commences thus:- "Puroon 
UilaatthetimZf slS (Yesterday 1 saw my 

fear of shocking readers " more of the song for 
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Gulbadshah’s song which I have mentioned is based on 

followng story. I cannot vouch for the entire tmth of 
fOllONMng_ y _ , I 05 narrated m 


incidents' in'thTnarmTi^c‘bur the story as narrated in th^ 

fairly correct. 

Gulbadshah and Naim Shah belonged to the village 
Ghurzandi. Although personally they had no quarrel with each 
other they were, according to the Pathan code, technically cnemi,: 
as some of the relations of each were at feud, which hJ 
commenced in the dim and hazy past. On the outbreak of the Grea 
War of 1914-1918, both men enlisted in the Indian Army. By g 
coincidence they were enrolled in the same regiment. As they were 
both good types and men of character, through daily contact in the 
regiment they came to like and respect each other. One day 
Gulbadshah said to Naim Shah. 

“Naim, we are technically enemies, but since I like you and 
you also I think like me, let us forget our feud as long as we are in 
service and confine it to our village and country”. 




X, ,m seeing the torture his friend was undergoing, m grwt 
^ f n’iind stabbed his friend. Unfortunately, he was seen by 
agony ,vas aware of the family feud and put the killing 

another ^ported the matter and Naim Shah was arrested. 

iitine trial in prison. Naim Shah composed this song 
^ile his^ friendship with Gulbadshah and also 

relating z affection and not enmity which made him 

mentioning , 
stab Gulbadshah. 

I aoologizc for this diversion from the subject of this chapter_ 
The s ng-sS ended and the party dispersed after the chief thankc^ 
neoole for the pleasure they had given him. He aftertvards told 
me he had not had such an enjoyable evening for a tiinc 
V.h-it as long as he lived he would remember the bangarah he 
seen hat nfght. At the time 1 put these remarks dowtt to 
nolitcnscs Years after when he had retired from service 1 received a 
Tncr from him enquiring how I was getting on and whether the 
-bangarahs” were still being performed on dark and stormy nights. 
r:,^rl Kilf‘cc him. 


Naim replied, “Puh doaro sturgo” (with both my eyes), which 
freely translated means “with all my heart”. 

They became friends and as they came to know and appreciate 
the sterling qualities of each other the friendship ripened into real 
affection. 


The battalion in which they served was sent overseas to the 
mesopotamian front where the enemy were the Turks. TTicrc 
Gulbadshah was severely wounded in an attack on the Turkish 
trenches^ He was lying in hospital in e.xcruciating agony when 
Naim Shah came to see him. He begged Naim to kill him to save 
him from enduring the unbearable pain of his wound. Naim refused 
saying he could not kill his dearest friend, further, if the fact 
d^^Tn ‘heir village would lay the reason 

him anH ihfc between their families. Gulbadshah then said to 
arin tcrribL'aan" '“"V" '«=>' ha^n'ingly beautiful. “1 

survive You know I cannot 

with my request” f'’'‘='’‘*ship you will comply 


CHAPTER VH 

THE TRAGEDY OF HAIDER SHAH 

Haider Shah was a lean, tall fair Pathan with grey slits for eyes. He 
had served with distinction in a Frontier Force Rifles Regiment, 
(Cokes Rifles) I think, during the Great War. He had taken his 
discharge from the army and at the time of this story was serving 
with the civil armed force to which I was deputed. He was quiet and 
an introvert -- inclined to be moody and morose. When I was posted 
at Jatta he served as my personal orderly (batman), and a ver>' 
useful orderly he was. He was untiring on long and difficult patrols 
and was dependable in a fight. After serving two years as my 
orderly, as he and the “naik” (corporal) in charge of the guard on 
my residence were not on friendly terms, he asked for a transfer. On 
his own request 1 posted him to the Sirki guard post situated about 
four hundred yards distant from headquarters. The Sirki post is a 
fortified tower with a loopholcd parapet around the roof and with 
traverses at two opposite comers to enable defenders to fire down 
find along the walls. It stood on a separate hill and a narrow valley 
intervened between it and my Fort. 
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j,, mv mother had come on a visit. 
At the time of this trag • for her to do so fro^ 

Jatta I had to obtain speej" P ordered that during her stay 

Deputy Commissione Kohat Accordingly, the strenJ 

(sergeant). 

o. u .. married and was the father of two sons aoN 
Haider Shah jj^clv Tlic boys were singularly haS 

fifteen and “’'rtoen resp t d- 

some; like filicr for a few days at the Sirki po^ 

come to stay "ith | f,ve men, of whom Haider Shali 

»«“ Q-*!'ICainl. A,3 

was onu The . • j Muzaffar Shah. Tlic name of the 

Dm (I«1U of «« fflO. P.- 

Shah did^ot get on well with his comrades and had the tongue ofj 
vioer he was constantly rude and caustic in his remarks to the 
other’men. Although he was not in a position of authority ovc, 
them the others did not beat him up and shut his mouth because Ik 
was a Pir Muzaffar Shah was one of the numerous descendents of 
a well-known and reverred local saint, hence the title of “Pir” which 
was accorded to and used by him. Pathans, particularly Khattaks. 
pay a lot of deference to descendants of saints and holy men and 
Muzaffar Shah, knowing this adopted towards them an arrogant 
and contumacious attitude. He was especially objectionable to 
Haider Shah, as he, Haider Shah, was more sophisticated and not 
superstitious like the others and therefore, did not pay Muzaffar 
Shah the deference to which Muzaffar Shah thought he was entitled 
by reason of his descent. At the time his sons were staying with 
him, Haider Shah and Pir (1 shall refer to him as such in future) 
was no match for Haider Shah physically, he taunted him with 
being the father of catamites, and told him that Qabil Shah had lain 
with one of them. Tliis rankled in Haider Shah’s mind. 

The day of the tragedy Haider Shah sent his sons home. The 
same day with a guard of twelve men, of whom Haider Shah was 
u’l' f“ P'ci'c to a shrine beside a large 
caiii I’lSb 'iill opposite my residence. This pond was 

dStfS l ii^'a It was three mite 

SLhed ra d^n5!;f ? ^sidcncc. I rode, and my motite 

was also taken alone ait ^ fat-tailed sho^ 
S n offering to the shrine. Pathans, "1"^ 


,hcv make a request to the holy man of a shrine nr f,i, 
Svariably, to placate the holy man who is buried in theSirinc ofT’ 
t something and so pave the way for the grant nf , r " 

“Pj°itly believe that the dead sain tacts « 

SlSn them and God Although rsuttttti^TmySa 
among Pathans I started thinking like them and absorS ^me"f 
(heir ideas and superstitions^ I felt it would do no harm and Sv 
lay up treasures for my self in the life to come, if I offer^ up a 
sheep at the shrine, besides, the men would be pleased to have a 
feast of mutton pillam Pillau is a dish cooked with rice mutton 
butter and spices, and is considered a delicacy in the east It is 
difficult to digest. At all feasts Pillau is invariably served. 


On our arrival at the shrine the sheep was slaughtered and 
after setting aside one fourth of the carcass for our personal use as 
is the custom in such matters the remainder was put aside for 
wayfarers, the poor and the needy. The skin was given to the 
caretaker of the shrine to sell and utilize the proceeds of the sale on 
the upkeep of the shrine. Pillau was cooking and everybody ate and 
was happy. 


After the meal the men entertained my mother with a little 
singing and dancing and evcr>body was, as the Bengali Babu would 
say, “In a merry and jocular mood”. 


I noticed during this merry-making that Haider Shah was more 
quiet than usual and was sitting on a rock apart from everybody. 
He was evidently brooding over something. I called out to him and 
took him aside, inquiring if an>thing was wrong. 


At first he was silent then with the slight stammer he had, 
accentuated more than usual s^jid, “I want a transfer tomorrow to 
the guard post at Dhand, as I have served my ftill time at Sirki 


Dhand village, a mile distant from the guard post of that 
name, was the home village of Haider Shah. 

In reply 1 said to him, “I will issue orders of >0“'' 
tomorrow, and as soon as I have made arrangements for > 

'vhich w ill take two or three days, you may go there 

He replied rather impertinently, I must go tomorrow 
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Jjd h“vef(- 'veil.1“''' "’‘"""•S end ] y 

issue formal orders later . 

He did not say anything in reply, gave no expression of 
thanks, and instead of joining the other men went off and sat do^ 
by himself This attitude of his worried me. In view of 
occurred later he evidently had not made up his mind to do anvthin„ 
untoward, for if he had, he would not have asked for a posting near 
his home: a favour only granted to men who have worked well or 
been posted for long stretches at a lonely post. As I had conic out to 
enjov myself and did not want to worry my mother, who also 
sensed that cver>thing was not quite all right, I dismissed the matter 
from my mind. 

We got home that evening just as the sun was setting. After 
dinner something made me post the sentries myself and order those 
not on duty to sleep with their arms alongside them. Mother slept 
in the verandah and I slept outside under the eye of the sentry on 
duty. About half past eleven I heard a report, something like the 
explosion of a bomb, from the direction of the Sirki post. This was 
followed at short intervals by four more reports of a similar nature. 
There was a lot of calling from the sentries of the other guard posts 
inquiring what was wrong. From the post half\vay between Sirki 
and my residence I was infomicd that shots were being fired at the 
Sirki post and that there was a lot of yelling, but nothing could be 
understood. 1 got out of bed, put on my grey Mazari Pathan clothes, 
and set out for the Sirki post with eight men. My two Waziri dogs, 
SakJii and Guli, accompanied me. The both were in a state of great 
excitcnicnt and started fighting. In the rough and tumble they 
bumped against me on the narrow hill path and sent me over a little 

scifou?y ^ "Ot hurt 

.he ' r 

within twenty minutes of the first shot L 
short steep slope leading up to the sLh 

the slope a shot was fired, evidentiv it climbing 

went past my head like a swarm of aneil ® "unibcr of slugs 

Sty Dees. At night the men arc 
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^'Thrslope and saw Haider Shah fumbimg^^a^ 

“?his musket. Everything went to show thatit wls hJ 

at me. 1 bit him on the point of hL Vw had fired 
‘'tiuecrcd grabbed his musket. I smelt the muzzle andTcf a*"!® 
fScntly been fired. I handed over the rinelo on" otl 
Jcconipanymg me and ordered Haider Shah to be pinioned 

I then asked hirn what all the shooting was about and he 
replied "Pir Muzaffar Shah is firing at cvcrvbody”. 

The fact that his rifle had recently been fired and that the shot 
fired at me could not possibly come from any rifle but his 
convinced me that he was to blame for an\lhing untoward that may 
have occurred. I thought pinioning was not safe enough and had 
him handcuffed. Later on in his statement he admitted firing a shot 
at me and said he thought raiders were attacking the post and in the 
dark he mistook me for a raider. 

Muzaffar Shah came down from the roof, his nerve 
completely gone, and he w as in a state of hysteria-err ing, laughing 
and shrieking. 1 tested his rifle; it had not been fired. \Vlicn he 
recovered a bit, he informed me that Arsala Khan was lying on the 
roof of the post seriously w ounded and that his clothes, which had 
been set on fire by the close discharge of a musket, were still 
smouldering. I entered the post and by the light of my torch found 
Qabil Shah lying dead on his charpoy. The back of his skull a 
been blown away and he had a gaping wound in ^ ^ 

walls inside the post were spattered with brains, gobbets o , 
and splashes of blood. Arsala was brought down from me r . 
had severe gun shot wounds in his right ami and bot o 
I attended to his wounds at once and sent him on to the 
Headquarters. 

From the statements given later by incident. 

Khan and other occupants of the post, I rcc gat 

On returning at dusk from the picnic the men of the 
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. «ina meal Pir MuzafTar Shah, who actually 

dowTi to Ihcir evening a ^ were preset,?^,* 

coward and a^'^VhT. fsuai spar'ring with Haider Shah, taumi'® 
protect him. started of his^sons, alleged only by him, the pj 
him again w^th the ^ | muttered that unlJ 

Mortal SO well for him "fe 

‘’h ^'mSewned aSd Pir shut up. As the tinic was about A 
3 vS the Pir’s turn for guard dtUy from 9^00 p.n,. 
Too midnight, he climbed on to the roof by way of a woodc 
adder inside the post leading to the roof hrough a trap door. 
Wooden pegs one foot long were driven into the wall alongside the 
ladder to help the sentry to elimb up. 

After the Pir climbed on to the roof and took over sentry duty 
the others lav down to sleep. Haider Shah waited until all were 
asleep, loaded his rifle, and laid his remaining cartridges in a row 
on the floor (found there later by me), presumably for ease of 
loading in the dark. He first fired at Qabil Shah from very' short 
range and blew off the back of his skull. He then gave him another 
shot in the buttocks. The booming sound I heard at my residence 
were due to the shots being fired in an enclosed space. The reports 
awoke Arsala Khan who called out “Haidcri, w hat is happening?” 

On this Haider Shah swung round and fired a round at Arsala, 
blowing a hole through his right forearm. Arsala scrambled out of 
bed. staggered to the ladder and started climbing up to the roof, 
when he was fired at again and a hole bored through his right thigh. 
The striking force of the slugs at close range swung him round and 
when he placed his hands on the edge of the trap door to lever 
himself on to the roof, Haider Shah fired again, hitting him this 
inic in the left thigh. Pir, who was screaming with fear on the roof 
him T although he had a rifle with 

saw’ Arc'll! ^ g^'oaning. He looked towards the trap door and 
and started with^h°" h ^ him through the trap door 

caused bv Haider n. oat the fire in Arsala’s clothes, 

feet or less. ^ ^ ^ ^ range of about three 

the other men, followed Vrs^^^^^ 

one of the pegs alongside the hHH ^nd sat on 

through the trap dooScMh^^^^^^ ^^id shoulders were 

the Pir looked up and saw him and he 
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Stole po? Pit im’mediSy ctn,bS &Si‘cad“o?t 
uSder Shah, and Ns^as trying to open the latchTfh. 1 
wSder Shah gripped him by the throat In the «n 
Kirst open and both fell through outside, where they 5c SL!,a‘‘?°H 
L the other two niai who were residing with their S,If “ ? 
little huts close by .Tins w_as against orders. Sepoys 5c 
S keep their families in the huts but were to sleep at Sun Ik 
post. 

Pir immediately climbed back on to the roof and started 
screaming, there is not another word for it, for assistance Haider 
Shah by this time probably had become slightly confused what 
with the firing inside the post and the fall from the ladder. He had 
searched for and found his rifle when I arrived on the scene. 

Arsala was taken immediately to my residence where my 
mother attended further to his wounds, which I had only roughly 
bandaged. At the same time I directed one of my subordinate 
officials to telephone to Kohat for a doctor. He arrived at 4.00 a m. 
and took Arsala to hospital where after four months he recovered. 
The police arrived at 5.00 a.m. and Haider Shah was taken into 
custody. He subsequently was tried and hanged. 

Haider Shah could not at the picnic have intended to murder 
anybody. The last straw was the quarrel that night. He was a proud 
man with much self respect and I liked him immensely. Why, after 
the shooting, he did not escape and cross the border into 
independent territory is a mystery. Probably the fall from the ladder 
had confused him temporarily and he did not know what he was 
doing. Thus the vicious tongue of a coward was responsible or is 
tragedy. 

As regards nn scif an c.\traordinar>' thing ^JJ^rs 

that after it was all over and I was returning ,nJ,p,ning 

fcar took hold of me to an overpowering dtycc. P^^ 

^hat the shooting may have been the work of contrary. 

All evidence of my suspiciously 

Alth^ough surrounded bv my own men, I P hiding 

the re-entrants in the hillside, imagining raidc 
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ij vvilk any more, so I sat on a rock ^ 

there Evcntuallv I could n ‘ reputation, t^he men did 

got s s.ck as a dog ^^"3^... they th.nk .t ^vas J 

fuspcct the reason for rn> , gathered that they Z 

on sight in Pf f 3 ^g;c. The Sessions judge who tned HaiJ 
it dorvn to extreme fat g^ jl^,ng to say abou me in 

Shah had s°'"^“iptitudc and gallant^>^ What I appreciate 
judgment J;'^J®,haSksTrom the Government of India. 

CHAPTER VIII 

VISITORS TO JATTA 

r- J lenliat used to visit Jatta oeeasionally to spend a 
couptof nigh« with me, especially during the period from May to 
sSmber when the heat was most overpowering. It was very kind 
oHhem and used to make a pleasant break in the monotony of the 
bnclv life 1 was leading at Jatta. It was also a change for them from 
life in a garrison town and it probably gave them a spend a 

couple of nights out in the wilds. Tlic cart road I had constructed 
connecting the main road with Jatta, could be negotiated by cars, 
but the surface did not pcmiit of speeding. It was great fiin 
constructing this 5-12 miles of metalloid road. I had no knowledge 
of civil engineering, but a little common sense prevented any 
glaring errors in its construction. Some of the turns were a trifle 
sharp which made it difficult for cars to round a bend, but a little 
backing was all that was required. It was beyond me to build a 
bridge over the w ide gorge at the foot of the hill, so I constructed an 
Irish bridge (causeway). The only drawback to the Irish bridge was 
that when a gorge came down in spate it could not be crossed. 

This nomenclature of Irish bridge annoyed a senior officer. 
Repairs to the bridge had to be carried out and he was inspecting 
the damage with me when I referred to it as an Irish bridge. The 
chief was Insh and he immediately flared up, barking, ‘Why do you 
call It an I^rish bridge, is it because the w'atcr flows over it? Why not 
K * disapprove of a causew ay being referred to as 

stom^blcw over ^ person and after a little while the 
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Bertie Smith, the Deputy Commissioner of v u 
.^nt visitor. He usually came out on a was 

early on Monday morning. He alwaSh^‘^“V''‘='’''’e and 
a fc'v cheery army ofTiccrs and the nights ^d® ’' “'°"^vith 

S laush“=f ^^31 DiSiet"l"'"’ “"8 

the main road for his safet)’ were elaborate Tho ’ 
i Jatta cart road was my responsibilitv. He !vouW =,^'“="‘"8 
‘J’ h?s visit pillau, a ‘bangarah” (Khattak Dancet t ^ ?'P“'3tc 
S; next morning with a sh^t for partridge or ehikor hJ inSld 
o T junior officer and drawing a smaller sahn,™'3^'stcd as 

i rry. One mght we were a bit too uproarious. Bertie mad us all 
Sc up with drinks in our hands whilst he sat in a chair opposiL 
'king like Chengis Khan, and proposed toasts, the is were 
JSposed and drtink and Bertie barked “About turn”. We then all 
turned about, faced the wall and shouted “And no other dirtv B 
Ivill drink out of this glass after which we crashed the glasses 
against the wall. 

Another welcome visitor was my chief at Kohat, Scout 
O’Connor. He had a fund of stories of the Salt Department in the 
good old days, which he swore were true. The Department in those 
davs was known as the ‘'Inland Customs” Department. 

A preventive line, a kind of barrier, ran across the Sub¬ 
continent for the realization of customs dues on various 
commodities transported, overland. The line actually was a wide 
earth embankment running from Attock on the Indus River to 
Saugor in central India, a distance of well over 1,000 miles. Tlic 
embankment was made impenetrable to the passage of men and 
animals by the growth on it of a thorny prickly cactus (prickly 
pear), which by the way, harboured the cobra, the most poisonous 
species of snake in the sub-continent. The line was crossed at 
distant intervals by roads through openings made in 
hedge. Customs posts were erected at these point for ‘ 

of c.xcise duty on certain articles. Officers of the 
Department supported by a subordinate staff manne 
dealt with smugglers. A criterion of cfTicicncy was i 
hedge - impenetrable or scraggy. I recollect rca “Of the 

remark of an inspecting officer of one of these post 
hedge in this place, all that I can say is there is none. 


29 


Scanned by CamScanner 







J fn these customs posts led a very , 

The ofTicers posted to j on the minds of sojiy 

nH iSated life. Tlie queer. One family used to drS> 

Lch an oNtent that they ^ ,h?mselvcs the officials kept > 
S flannel only To held occasional tournag^ 

cocks, fighttng fload on ^hort, gaming would be the ordc^ 

uhen wagers would be ai niagnificcnt g, 

the day One of the cocks of families around 

cock. His bird had beate .^^ Shs owner also had won a lof .! 

was the aeknowledg eh^ 50 inHated with th! 

Tj!vess‘’of hTtdrd that h.s attitude to others had become arrog^; 
and insufferable. 

One of his brother officers detemiincd to bring him down, 
„ca nus officer challenged the champion to a match a 1, 
oufrance’ and backed his bird to win for a large sum. Tlic challcngt 
was accepted bv the owner of the champion and a day was fixed fo, 
the match. As 'it was to be a championship meeting a number of 
minor fights bv less renowned contestants were also on the card 
Manv requests to exhibit his bird were made to the owner of the 
chalfcngcr, but he always refused and stated in a most mysterious 
manner that it would be seen on the day of the fight. All sorts of 
rumours were afloat regarding the bird. The great day dawned and 
officers and their subordinates flocked from far and near to w itness 
the encounter. As its usual at gatherings in India the scene of the 
tournament developed into a fete with hawkers selling sweets and 
food stuffs and deafening evcr\onc with their raucous cries. It is a 
peculiarity w ith Indian hawkers to change the timber of their voices 
when advertising their wares. Some call hoarsely, some in a shrill 
falsetto, whilst others c.xtol their wares in verses w hich they sing. 

The meeting started with a few' minor fights to whip up 
interest. The challenger had his bird in a cage covered bv a cloth to 
prevent it being seen. The moment for the fight of the dav arrived 
siJDc?in^mn^ clcarcd aiT^d the owner of the champion in a vcr\' 
Td crlTlnnHr'^u "”S. The bird raised its head 

undersized Dullct^v challenger then released his bird and an 

SlcnglfhSlrr^v^^ !" -nto the ring. Tie 

cut the feathers and then leathers of his bird a vivid blue ot 

gave a rather shrill and imimt*’'^! raised its head and 

his life seen anything like ,1 ' ^bc champion had never ii| 

S like It - a cock blue in a colour - he stared ai 

1 

,c,onisbnie'nt. turned around and fied Tlie spectator, k 
jjuer and there was an uproar at the 

The challenger claimed the stakes, but the owner of ,h. u 

,nion refused to pav. He slated that it was an unfair rf 

.'! |nd been pamted, and anyhow there was no surh^® “ 
world a vivid blue in colour. The ow4r of f 
'"r‘r.d to entertain this argument, and the matter 5"''* 

in command of the service. referred to 

1 ,|,c otiicer 

He was astounded at the request and wrote back snrin. .u 

n,e tre m a matter vvh.ch had nothing whatever to do wS £ 
ork of govemmen and am how gaming was reprehensible Z 
forbidden by law. Would officers m future refrain from breaking 
ihc law. 

Another stor>' illustrative of how; loneliness affected officers 

Tiid also of the understanding of those m command concerns a man 

called R 

R was posted to a station Pachpadra - well, the so-called 
station consisted onI>' of a bungalow' and a few hutments for he 
men. R . . ^vas serving under an otTiccr named Ashton, whose office 
and residence w'as five miles awa\. Ashton, was not vcr>' sociable 
and did not think R ... was his equal socially and so beyond official 
contacts, he otherwise seldom met R . . . R . . an old soldier who had 
scr\'ed with distinction in the ranks, and was sociably inclined, felt 
the loneliness and took to drink. Matters got so bad that during his 
dmnkcn fits he would not attend to work for two weeks at a stretch 
and correspondence would fall into arrears. 

Ashton tried to obtain c.xplanations for this neglect but the 
men he would send with the communications asking for a reply 
''ould be too frightened to approach old R... Tlie reason for this 
car was that R . . . during one of these bouts, hazily c.xpcctcd some 
such letter calling for an e.xplanation for his neglect of duties and 
''k'ts determined not to take deliver)’ of the letter. 

1 C^niels were used, as in Arabia, as a means 

^ s headquarters was a large pond. On R’s being informed 
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onnmaching, he took up his shotgun, Iq,. 
that a messenger 'vas PP ^ ^ messenger on the bank 

^v.thsmalIshotad' 2 d^ distance ^ 

pond. When ‘he nKSsenger^^ continue^,' 

shouted to him to go ac q h 

“«V3 

off, and getting up also ran for dear 

As R continued to lead a drunken life and neglected his work 
Ashton reported matters to the Commissioner. The Commissioner 
was a kindly and understanding man and was also aware of ihg 
relations exiting between R... and Ashton R... was transferred to, 
larger station and warned. He gave up his drinking habits and 
seized satisfactorily until his retirement from serviee. 


Another visitor to Jatta was Sir George Cunnigham, Governor 
of the Province. He was on tour and Lady Cunnigham was 
accompanying him. Sir George was to visit a place called Tarali, of 
which more forthcr on. A bridge was to be constructed there across 
the Jatta-Malgin-toi (gorge). A fair weather track wide enough to 
lake a car took off from the Jatta cart road for Tarali. The track 
was in a very bad state, full of ruts, and in places had been washed 
away. Bertie Smith, the Deputy Commissioner, wanted this to be 
repaired and made suitable for the passage of His Excellency’s car. 
As the estimate for the repairs given by the department concerned 
with repairs was high and they required more than a week to effect 
the necessary repairs and His E.xcclicncy was to visit Tarali after 
four days. Smith had to look else where to get the repairs done. 


One evening the sentry informed me that the Dep 

‘0 "IC 0" f’C tcIcplK 
after mv telephone and Bertie Smith, after enduir 

road and asked whMh™i*^ affairs regarding 

little in the wav of h ''' 

as possible I informed h1m"th'^M ** * * 

and the charges wuld bTtlo i"°“ 
pounds of ghee (clarified hm? Potmds of rice and 

drummers would have to be mM u” the wages of t 

were vcr>' reasonable and woiiM ‘he chan 

"ould 1 please get things going as 


mclharhc and hteTfe ‘andS f" days, he i 

£c accompanying the Governor, and couldTowS''"' 
nicnic luncheon at some wooded soot nn ?u '^holc oartv 

“ rS at Jatta from Tarali. 1 was EeteVm Kl 

gvemor-s projection, the pickets to be so “si'USc for the 
excellency would not know that there were c His 

pickets guarding him as he objected to troubling anyone.^ “ 

1 collected all my sepoys and asked them if ihov.. 

,0 repair the road. I told them that the length to S 
n„|es and I knew that they were soldiers and not laboSsTnd i 
had however, promised to have the road repaired ^' 
Scrfully agreed to oblige me. ^ very 

Next morning with dmms beating work was started and at 
mid-day I had pillau cooked of sheep’s flesh for them to cat TWs 
was repeated the next day, and by the evening of the second dav the 
road was made motorablc. 


The Governor’s visit passed off very successfully, and we had 
a very' enjoyable picnic lunch. An old buster from Kohat Was also 
of the party, and when I told him 1 intended asking the Governor to 
permit me to take a snapshot of lady Cunningham and himself, this 
old man said Tubby, lad, try and get me into the picture some¬ 
how”. I told him I would and I did get him on the edge of the snap. 

Throughout the winter and spring visitors continued to come 
to Jatta and 1 had a great deal of chcciy’ company. They were most 
kind and used to bring out with them fresh vegetables and tinned 
provisions, which were not obtainable at Jatta. 

Drinking water was brought from Lachi nine miles distant on 
donkeys. If no one was coming to Jatta for a long period, the Ro>al 
Air Force would do a drop. There would always be a message 
dropped before the parachute was released. 

'vas rude and something like this, “Tubby, for the love 0 ^ 
care and do not tear the parachute, otherwise I era . 

neck”. 

After the visit of the Governor I proceeded to Kashimr 
Month’s leave to enjoy the flesh pots. 
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CHAPTER IX 


J an AT NUli (THE LIGHT OF PARadise) 

TK > k'nint district is sitiintcd in the centre of tite proviiK;.., 
bimdld'in the west by the mountaiiious tract of the Nortinjh 
Snfer Prov.nce indepe.ident tr.ba territory- Tl,c |,ab,„> 
various Afridi and Waz.ri tribes, in the east by the river InJ," “f 
the north bv a salient of tribal territon- nmning from the west o? 
river Indus separating it from Peshauar District and in the south k 
the Banini District, and partially by Waziristan. the home of 
Independent Waziri tribes. 

The District itself is a waiter of low ranges of hills runnj„ 
from west to east, separated by valley s of an average w idth of 
mile Every bit of land in these valleys is intensively cultivated'’ 
Tliere are massive rock salt deposits in the hills, the highest r 
which is Shahdrang of an elevation of nearly 5,00 feet. Where th- 
rock salt deposits are situated the vegetation is scanty, otherwise 
the hills are fairly heavily wooded. 

In one of the southern \alle\s which lies between the 
"Shingarh" (green hill) and "Koongarh” ranges is the vilbge of 
Tarkha Koi. so called because the water in the well of this vilhgc 
arc slightly saline. The word "Tarkha” in Pushtoo, the language of 
the Pathans. means saline and "Khoi” a well. This valley is known 
as the Chauntra valley, and has an equable climate, the elevation 
being about 3.000 feet. The inhabitants of the vallcv belong to the 
ara tribe of the Khattak Pathans. and this is divided into 
nuimous septs or clans. The Baraks are rather parochial in their 

and riddled with blood 
the nature onff. generation to generation, long after 

has been forBoticn^"!' of ‘’’O f^ud 

ehiefly in quarrels 

, the Persian for gold, 



In the village of Tarkha Koi was born Jana, m 
r .his story- Janat Nur s ancestors were h-.^^u 'he suhie.. 
i although all the people of the North-Wc 
ho practice the professions of butchers cfl . Proving 
Saismith arc pure Pathans by blood, the^ arettn 
1 non-profcssional Pathans as of lowlv oricin O" bv 

['’vTn the social scale. They arc also con considered 

t ributes of Other Pathans in keeping strictK tot"p;i°the 
t!p..shtoonwah” and they arc inclined to be lacking in ^ 


virtue of 


tlp^shtoonwah’ 
courage- 

Janat Nur’s father, therefore, was known as a 
although he was not practicing that trade. He lived by cultSno 
fand, but the st^ma of being a butcher by descent remained S 
; brother who had four sons, cousins of Janat Nur, and another S, 
younger than Janat Nur. Janat Nur s uncle had married a butcher’ 
shall we say by 'caste , for lack of a more suitable word. Unlike 
the Hindus, there is no such thing as caste among the Muslims of 
the Indian sub-continent. Through living in close contact with 
Hindus through the ages, the Muslims have to a certain extent 
absorbed some of their caste prejudices. I was posted at Bahadur 
Khel which is situated on the Kohat-Bannu road, fifty miles distant 
from Kohat. Bahadur Khel, the scene of many a foray and fight 
with tribal Wazirs. is at a distance of five miles from the border 
between independent tribal territorx' and British India. As the 
officer in charge at Bahadur Khel in addition to other duties, I 
supervised the mining and issue of rock salt to the general public. 

As salt was dutiable commodity, it was a profitable business 
to smu^le it from the various outcrops of rock salt. To prevent 
smuggling, I had under nn* command an amicd force of two 
jemadars (Indian officers) nine havildars (Sergeant), and one 
hundred and nine sepoys (private soldiers). Some of these men were 
posted at headquarters and some to fortified towers at 
points in the surrounding hills near the outcrops ot sair inc 
prevention of smuggling was no sinecure and r 

hloody skirmishes the men had with smugglers an 
tribesmen. 

But this stOH' is about Janat Nur j^^ect bean 

so I must cu't short details which do not have a dircc 
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. „fivr He \vas posted to the Charparra guard po,, 
on the in command of the post was a man 

the haviWar N ,,h,ch ,s common 

Redun AllPa hanviiug ^^hich brought .®“« 

“ir^ tif^^Should anv’villagcr wish to bring any portfon ofj 
land under clvation he can only utilize the land which lies nc.,fj 
his fields or dwelling. 

In Tarkha Khoi resided a family, the head of which was a« 
elderly man named Saman, Tins family started cultivating somej 
this shamlat land which lay within Janat Nur s boundaiy, Janat n! 
informed Saman and his sons and other relatives that the land wac 
not in their area and as they had no right to it they should stop 
cultivating it. The elders of the village also upheld Janat Nufj 
contention and infomied Saman and his relatives aceordingly 
Inspiic of repeated requests and warnings that they should leave iIk 
land alone, Saman and his faction continued to eultivatc it 
Whereupon Janat Nur threatened to use force of arms, if necessary! 
to slop them. Saman and his party did not pay heed to this warning, 
probably they were emboldened to do so as their party was ihc 
stronger of the two, both in numbers and in firearms. A quarrel in 
Pathan-land, especially over land, is usually attended and settled by 
the use of firearms and frequently results in death. A blood feud is 
the consequence which carries on from generation to generation. 

Seeing that no heed was paid to his warnings, Janat Nur, a 
proud man. although of equable temper, determined to use force to 
prevent this trespass by Saman and his faction. He went to his 
cousins and said to them, “honour demands that we stop Saman 
and his family trespassing on our land. You arc four in number, and 
brother and a minor son. Saman's partv is strong in 
cousin^vvprT p stop by force to their arrogance”. His 

firearms nmh niattcrs decided by a resort to 

(counciro^f suggested'that a *‘Jirg3 

Janat Nur then H vi 

hjs brother in the quarrel so /‘ction alone and not cnibroij 

'“rnng there should be an adnu'" * of an\lhing uniowa^ 

lea to look aacr the family 
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Kur was a tall, slim Pathan, with nronr* 
f "turcs Although quiet, unassuming and no^ a bKh 

h-id that cool courage which I personally feel ‘>Te. 

host order. Once, in a skirmish in WaListan I 
WaSr armed with a large triangular-shaped Pathan da^cr'cha^' 
r rn a short distance. Janat Nur did not get flurried at an k . j 
dagger aad waded amil 

. ®.nnrc and with one slash disembowelled his a.ssnii-.n. ^ 
SSer de drd no. ge, off se» f,ce. a, ,ho wSSSai'S,?! 

forearm open to the bone. 

In this matter of land his honour was in question, and if he had 
waved quiet after all the warnings he had given to Saman, and the 
•jirga’ findings to the same cficct, he would have been considered a 
coward. Besides all this, he was proud of the fact that his mother 
was a pure Pathan, and the code of "Pashtoonwali” demanded that 
he take personal action. 

Vcr>' early one morning he set out from his post at Char Parra 
on a bicycle and after covering a distance of 25 miles arrived at 
Tharkha Khoi a little after sunrise. He had his government rifle 
with him. He left his bicycle in his house and told his wife that he 
was going to stop those “sons of dogs” Saman and company from 
trespassing on his land, and in ease he did not return to hide the 
bicycle. After embracing his son, he loaded his rifle and set out for 
thc'land w hich was the cause of the quarrel. His wife did not try to 
stop him, as Pathan w'omcn arc used to these quarrels and feuds, 
besides being great upholders of the Pathan code themselves. 

Janat Nur approached the field cautiously, and-after swing 

that Saman was there tilling the field alone, he said • 

you and yours do not refrain from tilling this land w ic 
r>ghtly, I have come to stop you. As you arc an old man 
father to me by reason of your age I have nothing j 

and call your sons and relatives to till the ,„ 

have come aimed, and they also should come armc 

Saman, feeling that Janat Nur would not sh^ u'^^vould stop 
0 disarm him, telling him not to be «|| this and kept 

Jing the field. Janat Nur was not -L wish to harm an 

renting and w'arning Saman to halt as he i to seize 

nian. But Saman kept on advancing and was 
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Janat Nur's rifle, when Janat Nur leaped back and shot hi,^ 
abdomen, firing from the hip^ Saman fell and as he lay ^ 
hnat Nur shot him through the head to put him out of h^, 
Nobodv had seen the incident except a young shepherd 
taking'the village callle out to graze. He started raising an ab^ 
Janat Nur, after shooting Saman, did not return to his hom^ ^ 
returned to his post at Charparra b\ a short-cut through the hii? 
He infomied Redun Havildar that he had killed Saman. He thenf.?, 
and crossed the border into tribal territory, taking his scrvicc|2 
with him. Nobod.v tried to stop him, as they considered he had« 
like a true Pathan and killed his man, after warning him and is^ 
a challenge to younger men. Janat Nur, as I subsequently 
intended to have a fight to a finish. That is why he asked Saniani 
call his sons to try conclusions with him. Although he knew! 
would be overpowered by numbers his intention tvas to take n 
than one along with him before being killed. Hence the challenge 

Usually when a Pathan commits a crime in British territory J 
crosses the border into independent territory to escape arrest, 
the British writ docs not operate. He seeks sanctuarx' with sgg 
chief or person of importance w ho. in accordance w ith the Fqta 
code ot hospitality, cannot refuse it. The fugitive is the chief s guca 
for three days, after w hich he becomes an inmate of his housc-holl 
as a "hamsayah” that is a dependant. He is fed, clothed anil 
protected by his benefactor, and in return works for him. tills h 
fields, cuts wood and is enrollid in the chiefs bodvguard. Also,lll 
benefactor will not sugender him to the British authorities fortriiT 
in British, recognizing this code, have come i«| 

Il?M ^ 1 , “ independent tribes to the effect 

chiefc ^cemand the c.xtradition of such criminals. The 

eiuer BHtish Ind'a' f«S-tive will not a' 

intendcd.^\vlK;ncvr)*^i sanctuary with anybody, as 

his fainiiv and villaee\nH*^rsurreptitiously visit 
risk involved as the rnm There was not muttlj 

numerous friends who wonl!? ^Pcirsely populated and he h’ 
who would secrete him and wirn him of danger 

NranjMJeilun invild.ir informed Uj 
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ithised with Janat Nur, said, “| am sorrv „„ l 
must now inform the police”. After a Stl ‘°'<1 me all 

SS for Lai Khan, and asked him if he inld » IT”',,'*” 
f nit Nur and persuade him to return the rifle It vvfJc ' 
inspector that Janat Nur should return to hifh^a 
Jake over his rifle personally to the inspector, who would 2 h™ 
there. The inspector also said that Janat Nur should surrend^rjS 
he would try his best to get him pardoned. As the inspector was hi? 
immediate superior, Lai Khan agreed to this proposal, but at the 
same time he was suspicious of the inspector’s intentions. U1 Khan 
thought to himself, “Why should the inspector want Janat Nur, a 
fugitive, to make over the rifle personally, and why did he sav that 
Janat Nur should trust him?" Since it was only the rifle that was 
required, there was no necessity for Janat Nur to come to Tarkha 
Khoi to make it over to the inspector personally. Actually, the 
inspector intended to arrest Janat Nur and get the reward which 
was offered. Lai Khan agreed to get Janat Nur down, but at the 
same time he did not intend to allow his friend to be arrested. He 
was placed in a peculiar position. He was serving under the 
inspector and had to appear to carry' out his orders. He accordingly 
sent a reliable near relative to Janat Nur in tribal territory', asking 
him to return the rifle to him, Lai Khan, personally and informing 
him of his suspicions. A night was fixed for Janat Nur’s arrival, 
^nd the inspector arranged to surround Janat Nur s house with 
fmed men. Lai Khan had arranged, unknown to f vbody that 
^nai Nur should arrive the night previous to that fixi^ 
spcctor and make over his riffle to Lai Khan. Janat u 
'“ctumcd to tribal territory. 

a rifle is issued to a nS!in°te 

security for returning 

•he rifi°^ ^ g'-'tting lost or stolen. Janat Nur s from his 

surew " ® 
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To BCt back to our story-^e next night Ul Khan 
n. in jfnat Nur’s house and quietly notified the inspector > 
tai Nrtad arrived As chc ."spcclor and h.s 
janat ixur ^ companion who wac 

V ^Tl'r'Jd'Xw shots and shouted out that Janat Nur suddenly'!!'''' 

Ifnus and had run away. He had fired at him and cvlj.'^ 
S m ssed, but that Janat Nur had left his rifle behind in his fi 
for safety. Thus, Lai Khan got the rifle back, and save his frienj^*^ 

There was at this time a Malik (chief or headman) of 
residing in a village two miles distant from Tarkha Khoi. No names 
will be mentioned, as the part played by him was not ven 
creditable, and he is still alive. 

This milk was ambitious and wished to stand well with the 
district authorities. He was greedy and unscrupulous. Hg 
approached the District Commissioner and informed him that for 
certain considerations (a diplomatic way of saying a bribe) he 
would get Janat Nur down and surrender him to the authorities. The 
commissioner. Col. Thomson-Glover while loathing the man for his 
treacher>', agreed to his terms. The Commissioner wished to 
capture Janat Nur as for the present he had done nothing untoward 
since crossing the border, but possibly in the future, through 
poverty’ and hunger, he might take to raiding British territory. 

The Malik sent word to Janat Nur to come and sec him on a 
certain day, on a matter which concerned him intimately. Janat Nur, 
after the affair of the rifle, had become cautious and came to the 
guard post where his friend Lai Khan was posted before any 
airangements for laying a trap could be made. He sent word to the 
Malik through Lai Khan, whom he implicitly trusted, that the Malik 
should come and meet him at the border, as he did not intend to 
cn er ritish territory'. This put the Malik in a quandary and upset 

sltaSnV^^^ Nur, and after' the usual 

welP)” and fiirth Yae, (may you not be tired, art thou 

man Ld the "You have killed a 

friend of nli^*^ an1'fo?Ih I"" " ’'‘'‘"^'''8 Your father was a close 

later you will be cau^hf '“i"? ‘ Sooner or 

circumstances in your ease extenuating 

district authorities with whom^i i ‘^'^‘'tisscd the matter with tl'« 

surrender to me and I ^ • propose >0“ 

I will take you personaV ‘o 
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■ccioncr. and I will c.xert nw inducncc „ 

Co'”"!'Lt s ou off completely , I can promise thm 11 !°“' 'f 1 

canno'^ill be that you will be sentenced „'"“''l>at w. 
I’Jisonment, which is far better than losing your Hfeby^:-/ 

don of interceding on Janat Nur's behalf 
.H was the credit of getting an outlaw arrested anH^'r 
the handsome reward ofTered for his a 


;^'"‘^iJe the handsome . 

The pro|)OSition of the Malik appealed to Janat Nur, as he was 
netting tired of wandering about tribal territory like a lone wolf H?s 
£ev had been exhausted long ago, and he had to depend on the 
rosDitalitx and kindness of strangers for food and a home. He used 
to receive a little money occasionally from his home, but that did 
not suffice and he did not wish to take to raiding like other outlaws 
Besides, the Malik was a friend of his father. 

After some thought he agreed to the malik's proposal. 
Accordingly , a day was fixed for Janat Nur's surrender On the day 
appointed. Janat Nur came late in the evening to the malik’s house 
uhcrcafter he was entertained and fed, he was arrested by the police 
to whom the Malik sent word of Janat Nur's arrival, 

The arrival of the police opened Janat Nur s eyes to the 
treachery of the Malik. He reproached him for his treachery' and for 
breaking the code of hospitality. This did not avail him at all, and 
he was taken in custody to Kohat to stand trial for murder. 

At his trial Janat Nur related the whole story 
circumstances w hich led to the death of Saman at ii ‘ _ 
Although there were extenuating circumstances 
gravely provoked, the fact that he fired at Saman a second li^ 
jtgainst him. He was found guiltv and sentence 
hanging 

His cousins went to see him in jail to You 

‘''•id said to them, "1 do ' cultivated by our 

cnen^ prevent our ^ ^vhilst nu^^^ 

After all your mother was a butcher, 
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pure Palhan, and hanging is for pure In saying this u 

showed his scorn for their cowardice. 

Pathans always bring back their dead for burial in their ov 
village cemeterv'. It is a point of honour with them. But Janat Nur^ 
family had spent a lot of money in lawyer’s fees on his trial and 
there was no money available to pay the hire of a loriy' to transpon 
his body from Kohat ninety miles to his village. Janat Nur was 
admired and loved by the folk of Tarkha Khoi that a subscripting 
was put up and the villagers subscribed so liberally that the monev 
collected not only covered the hire of the lorry- bringing his bod! 
home, but the expenses of his burial and funeral feast. 

Through living for over twenty years among Pathans 1 had 
become imbued to a certain e.xtent with their ideas and outlook on 
life. I, therefore, did not think that Janat Nur had done anything 
w rong, but that he had acted like a man of honour. 

I went to sec Janat Nur in jail before he was executed. He 
smiled when he saw me and I was much struck by his proud, 
fearless bearing. I was very fond of him and he was one of my best 
sepoys, he was quiet and unassuming in his demeanour and 
absolutely without fear. When he saw the tears in my eyes he said, 
“Sahib, why are you sad? We all have to die and if 1 have to go this 
way why feel sad? I could do nothing else but shoot Saman. I could 
not possibly have allowed him and his family to disgrace me. I was 
alone and challenged his relatives, but Saman thought he could 
disami me through my reluctance to kill him. I am glad I am going 
this way: I die like a Pathan. 1 have a favour to ask. You know my 
family will not be well off when 1 am gone. Could you keep an eye 
on them'^” 1 promised to do so. 

After Janat Nur’s execution I kept my promise and when his 
son was eighteen years old I enrolled him as a sepoy in my force. 

I shudder to think what is going to happen to the Malik who 
betrayed Janat Nur. His son is sure to take his revenge for mC 
betrayal when opportunity offers. When he does it will mark tn 
beginning of a blood feud between him and his descendants an 
those of the Malik. The Malik is not unaware of the fact that ni^ 
life is in danger and goes about with a strong armed escort. But tni 


II not avail him as sc 
will mean his death. 


ur laicr he will 


become careless and 


The Malik has tried to settle the matter bv snooze. l 
.. jirga” should sit and decide the amount of blo^ m^ev he shollH 
oav according to the custom of the country, but Janat Nurt ..^^ 
Koids that as the government hanged his father he tvill hive his 

revenge. 

CHAPTER X 


the story of arab gul - outlaw and 
gentleman 


Tlic village of Darshi Khel is situated two miles from the border of 
tribal territory- (Waziristan). It is connected with the main Kohat- 
Bannu road at the fiftieth mile by a six-foot-wide track suitable for 
riding. The inhabitants of the village arc a sturdy, courageous and 
independent people. They had to be so, on account of their 
proximity to the border and consequent frequent forays with 
marauding Wazir tribesmen. 

Arab Gul was an inhabitant of this village and he upheld its 
traditions for courage in an admirable manner. He was of middle 
height, lithe in build, very- fair and had keen hawk-Iikc features with 
blue-grey eyes. He had a strict sense of the Palhan code of honour 
and, withal, was a kindly person. He was respected in the 
surrounding country side for his kindness, hospitality- and for being 
always ready to assist the poor and needy. 


Arab Gul was serving in the Indian Amiy when, after the 
ibscnce of a year, he returned to his village on leave and found his 
‘vife had recently given birth to a son. The Palhan code demanded 
mmediate action and revenge. He found out who his wife s lover 
‘^as, shot him first and then killed his wife. According to the Palhan 
'^c of “pushlcK)nwalar\ what he had done was right and expected 
hmv But British law does not recognize, in cases o\ 
particularly, the dictates of anv code. Arab Gul, knowing tiis, e 
^cross the'border into tribal territory-, Waziristan, only two nii cs 
his home. He was registered in British courts as a fugitiv 
•^orn justice and subsequently proclaimed an outlaw. 
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definitely above four hundred. Alongwith the raiders 
numerous camels and donkeys for the purpose of transporiij^g 
booty they hoped to loot at Karak. The raiders set out for 
through the hills moving at night and by secret paths. They haci Si 
far to travel from the Waziristan border, about twenty miles. 7 ? 
raid was now on. ^ 

/ 

Before attacking Karak, telephone and telegraph lines wg. 
cut, and so communication with the outside world did not exist f' 
the duration of the raid. Even if the lines were repairable clscwhcr^ 
they were not so near Karak or in its vicinity; the Wazirs havin’ 
seen to that. They police defended their post courageously and tli! 
sepoys of the Salt Department did likewise at their stronghold. 
raiders were not actively concerned with subduing these two posts 
They only wished to contain them, probably because there was 
more valuable booty to be found in the village. As a matter of fan 
Arab Gul informed the sepoys of both posts that he had no quarrel 
with them and that they should mind their own business and not in 
and interfere with the raid. If he seriously had intended to wipe oii 
both these posts he could have done so in half an hour. 

The raid went on merrily for the raiders, although the Hindus 
put up a stout resistance. The Muslim villagers were not attacked 
unless they interfered with or attacked the Wazirs. For nearly two 
days the Wazirs looted the shops and homes of the Hindus. Arab 
i Gul, with a macabre sense of humour, sat on a chair in the main 

1 bazaar with a hat on his head, in imitation of the “sahib long' 

(important people) receiving reports and directing operations. The 
raiders were not careless of their own safety. Pickets were posted 
on the surrounding heights and the raiders occupying these pickets 
were relieved from time to time, so that all could take a hand in the 
fon. Fat-tailed sheep were slaughtered, roasted over embers and 
eaten in the open bazaar. A lot of rich booty was collected. The 
local Muslim inhabitants also took this opportunity to pay back old 
scores and do a little looting on their own. They burnt account 
books, papers and receipts of debts owed by them to the Hindu 
money lenders. On the other hand, many of the Muslim inhabitant 
gave shelter to the Hindus and saved many from being kidnapped 

A great time was had by all; the Wazirs and locals, drunk Nvil*’ 
loot danced at night round large bonfires of furniture and Hindis 
records of transactions to the accompaniment of shots and yells 

-f the excitement, the raiders realized that .u 
'"^‘’nd murder with mpunity and that retribution in^thc 
nt forces of authority would soon be after them 

nbc ^ progress for a few hours, a strS, S 

0 i‘>'’'“^bdcn " Sh bales of eloth, boxes of valuables Cchold 
<i<and arms and ammunition was making its way back over S 
goods ^Waziristan Accompanying them were captive Hindu m. 
bills w be held to ransom. ’’ "'"du men 

j^d^om'-n 

Assistance could not and did not arrive immediately since the 
^^n^and telephone lines were cut and other lines of 
‘"'Simcation not operative News of the raid eventually filterj 
'.^ouTh and by evening of the second day detachments of troops 
fl^ihc Kohat and Bannu Brigades had surrounded Karak and 
positions on the slopes of the surrounding hills, forming a 
hL By this time there were not many Wazirs in Karak Any 
how, the troops were dealing with the finest guerilla fighters in the 

world. 

In the dark of night, with Arab Gul directing operations the 
remaining raiders filtered through the cordon by the numerous 
gorges, clefts and gullies in the hills and returned to Waziristan by 
way of Latambar. They sustained some casualties on their retreat. 

Tlie countryside was in an uproar. Law and order temporarily 
were suspended. Various rumours were floating about that the 

Wazirs intended returning to take revenge for the killed, wounded 
and captured of their gang. The strength of the police was 
augmented and so was that of the Salt Department post. 

The insult to law and order and the prestige of the government 
oy this daring raid could not be tolerated, especially since 
cvilminded Hindu members of the Legislative Assembly were 

connivance of a 

inhah^t officer of the Political Department, as the Hindu 

Politic'ili'^^r^^ Karak were a thorn in his side because they were 
gallant 1 advanced, a fantastic suggestion against a kind and 

Could But, in those days of mud-slinging, nothing that 

1 ^ «tgainst the British was bad enough. 
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CHAPTER XIV 
SHOOTING OORIAL 


Life at Jatta but for the excitement of occasional raids, 
dull and lonely. One of the redeeming features which made the lone, 
lines slightly bearable was the shooting to be had for both the nflc 
and shotgun in the hills and valleys. The games obtainable forihe 
rifles was the oonal (Ovis Urucii), and the hill leopard which is of 
the same species as the leopard found in the plains, only slighth 
smaller and more lightly built. The game birds arc the chikor.l 
beautiful red-beaked, rcd-lcggcd, partridge-like a Frenchman ani 
the sisi, a smaller edition of the grey partridge, but sandy in colour 
The male of the sisi has coloured stripes on its wings. In the winter 
duck and teal are to be got in the ponds and lakes of the district, 


After the affair of Haider Shah, I felt in need of a link 
relaxation I consulted my “shikari” (hunter), Shaista Gul (“tk 
beautiful flower”) of Takht village, and on his advice decided to 
visit the Karar range for some oorrial shooting. Shiaista Gul was a 
shikari “par excellence” He was quite, serious and devoted to sport 
He had a quiet sarcastic sense of humour which he used at the mo5tj 
unexpected moments with devasting effect on the person at whom it 
was directed. His eyesight was very sharp and he could see better 
with the naked eye than most people can with the aid of a trt 
binoculars. On one occasion I remember him telling me that tne^ 
w'as a male oorial with good horns sitting under a palosa bush, 
as the wind was mot blowing from a favourable direction,^ 
would s^e it by a long detour. He pointed out to me the spu^ 
which the bush was growing and its location. I located the bij ^ 
glasses on it, but so marvellous was the 
‘hat I was unable to see him. 

clr snid “"“hlc to see the oorial, he ta^, 

testily said, I can sec its genitals. Your eyesight must be ^ 


c live not to be able to sec a live animal”. Just then the oorial 
he scratched his car with his hoof, and I sS 
n’C'' distance was about 600 yards. 

Lim. 


At Karar there arc Uvo defence towers manned by five men 
h 1 intended on this trip to inspect these posts and so combiS 
with pleasure, setting out on a Friday aaer noon to do so The 
^ciance to Karar is only nycive miles, but it took four hours to 
‘“tras I did a little scat ergun shooting on the way. Besides 
Karar was the haunt of local bad characters and heights had to be 


pici 


ketted. 


It was the end of October, the season w‘hen the large rams 
AVho except in the rutting season, lead a solitary and isolated life) 
I'ould be running with the ewes and making love to the ladies of 
their choice. A head of over thirty inches was likely to be obtained. 
The Karar range is a series of long ridges. As it would be dark by 
the time I arrived on the crest of the main ridge, I decided to spend 
mv first night out at Nishpa village, which is situated on the first 
ridge, separated from the next one by a gorge eight hundred feet 
deep.* As the drinking water for the village is brought from a spring 
Haifa mile distant in the bed of the gorge, the women who bring the 
water in earthenware vessels have to walk downhill and then uphill. 
The men of Nishpa, therefore, marry only stalwart lassies who are 
capable of carr>'ing the water uphill. I chose Nishpa as a halting 
place much against the wishes of my men. 


Pathans arc steeped in superstition and believe in the evil eye. 
Tlicy infomicd me that a man named Durrani lived at Nishpa who 
was known to possess the evil eye and that hann came to an>thing 
nc admired, so much so that if he admired a stone it cracked. 1 
pooh-poohed these superstitions ideas, although later on during my 
say on the Frontier I came, if not to place credence in, to have a 
respect for them. So I halted for the night against the 
*i'icn and in the face of forebodings of trouble which 
Duranni admired an>lhing of ours. I was 
anim^i^n country-bred gelding, a bcautilul and powerful 

‘AVTnt L ^*^^*?* happened to sec the horse and inadvertently said, 
ani^ Y^ntiful horse”. The sepoys who heard him spat thrice on 
evil muttered charms to avert any effect of Durrani s 
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and there was loss of life in places. Thus ended the Rej 
Movement in the Khattak Country. 


Shit 


I was awarded a decoration for my work m this movement 
citation being vciy laudatory'. In spUe of isolation, ad^ 
circumstances and danger, he upheld tlic prestige of ^ 
administration in an admirab e manner...during opera,ionj^ 
exhibited tact and judgment of the highest order., a most promisjj* 
officer...”. * 


This was all very Gratifying, but it did not assuage the hum 
felt in having arrested old and trusted friends. 

CHAPTER XVIII 

GIIURGURRO 

The Ghurgurro guard post is situated about two miles from tk 
Waziristan border and is built on a low range of hills which nins 
south from Bahadur Khcl to Latambar turning gradually west to 
Waziristan. Tliis range contains massive rock salt deposits andik 
post was placed there for their protection. The appearance of this 
range is rather spectacular and colourful. Tlic rock salt lies under 
seams of brilliant red clay, g>psum and multi-coloured layers ot 
sandstone. Overshadowing the Ghurgurro range is a 
spectacularly-shaped hill known as the “Lakhee Jinai , . 

Maidens of Lakhi’\ The height of this hill is a little over 4,000 ted 
The hill is mostly of green or olive sandstone and due to ' 
the top is shaped like a fort with towers, beastions, ^ 

walls. Two of the towers soared much higher than the oi ^ 
these were called by the folk who lived at the foot o ^ 

‘‘Lakhee Jinai’* The story of how the hill got this na 
follows.— 

In the dim past, two maidens of Lakhi, who were 
be married, were gathering firewood on this hill when ^ 
outlaw came on them. As the girls were alone and were 
Satan entered into the hearts of the outlaws and they dctc ^ 
have their will of them. The girls begged the ^ 

dishonour them and said, “You all doubtless have 
sisters and since you would not like anybody to dishonour 
the name of Allah. Spare us” 


flaws were adamant, and were about to seize the girls 
The purposes when the maidens prayed to Allah to turn 
for ^ Vone rather than let them be violated. Allah heard their 
Lm j lo they miraculously turned into two tower-like rocks 
oraye*'* was preserved. Ever since that day this hill has 

fisthc'rc^f'he‘‘Lakhee Jinai” or‘‘Lakho 
Icno"'""® 


been 


rhureurro range is bare and barren. There was a footpath 
■Atizc used by outlaws and raiders from Waziristan 
over this r vvhen they came down to raid British 

(indepena'^" g 5 , was situated next to this path on a slight 

Territory for drinking purposes was about two miles 

emincnc^ consisted of one large room built on a plinth 

distant, in F . loopholcd and the roof had a loopholcd 

fifteen fee g ^ 3 ^^,35 

drawn up when any body wished to enter or leave. The 
'""f 1 manned by a lance naik (lance corporal) and five men. At 
£ posts if any of the men w ished to keep his family \vith him, he 
S pSkd to erect a grass hut in the vicinity of the post and 
stay there with his family during the night, but his arms and 
accouterments had to be deposited in the post. This concession was 
granted only for short periods, and to only one man at a time. 

The area was dangerous and orders regarding the raising and 
lowering of the ladder were strict, but like all orders, when me men 
are not under direct surveillance, they were more honours in tne 
breach than in observance. Men posted to distant posts, after long 
Penods of peace had lulled their fears, used to sleep after drawing 
“P the ladder and shutting the door and not keep proper guara. 
Visits by patrolling officers at night were practically non-existent 
3 " ?’’‘^°“i’t of the danger of moving at night, not only from otj 
raiders, but also from the difficult nature of the terrain. 


Distal 


inccs were great. 

One morning a jemadar on patrol visited If 

^approached the post he saw the ladder was ‘J.£d 

1 0^ activity. He quickened P 

w ih’. '''as "o ft-'Pfy Of reaching the foo ^P 

Id tt voung sepoy named Hussain J g,jng an 

l^ilh a bullet hole fn hU head The jemadar, suspccPng 
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.ood i»W.c.s ani k'”'")'"“‘‘“"““Wc* 

senior officers w rjUgjf juniors, 
for the high spin 

One night m f« /£iions of the Front^r Force all J, 

spiritual home of aU Je baw 

junior officers we^ otm^l ^heje was pandemonium and 

riotous game of Fred^ du ^g^^ j of ^hich I was a 

the match was won by * of an artist, drew a lewd figur- 

member. B... *the teblf. General B happened to sfS,l| 

opposite ^chp^et o scrutinizing the 

R «id “Sir I am, and may I respectfully say, sir, that you 
should n(J have come in here sir’\ Tlie General, a grand person, 

" ^ eentlemcn sorry. I heard a noise and laughter and 

sight I Si’ufd see what alldie fun was about”. We all asked the 
cie^rS to have a drink with us, and he was kind enough to have a 
“chota whisky” (small whisky). 

Those trips to Kohat were not always without incident. I used 
to ride there on my 5 Cc Douglas motorcycle. One morning I left 

1 early, before sunrise and before the road protection pickets were 

1 up. After getting over the Karappa pass and nearing a shrine by the 

r roadside a little before Lachi, I saw an armed man sitting by the 

shrine. Being inclined to be inquisitive by nature, which had 
frequently got me into hot water, 1 stopped and asked him who he 
was, what he was doing there, and if I could be of assistance? 

He replied, “I am Mirbaz (the name of a famous 

Lachi) and I am waiting for my son to bring me some foo<l^ 
Goodwin Sahib, depart and do not ask too many questions. 1 
you not to mention my presence to the police at Lachi. Pah makn 
de Khah”. (May God be before you). 

famous pcrson and of the same 

SK2 ^ two men in a vi 'ag 

Kme aWle^K'!"'* territory. He had no 

got “hot” and hi r 

killer and his fee wif of money. He then became a j i" 

s tee was rupees three hundred. That, however wa* 

fiiturc. For the present he used tn 

J'iJchi for food and money. secret visits to his family 

The senior chief at Lachi was Khan ck r. 
straight ^s a die, honest arrogant, with greaf nriS^®"as 

S e of his ancestors had been a Gcncrahf.K'^ ‘descent 

gjtal. Sharif was .h. head of E s"'?',r>'«f“«Ore« 
ILchargcd his obligations as their chief in i clan and 

On account of his lavish hospitality he was manner. 

£st his income was not commensurate with his nn«>^ 

Ifmcet his expenses. He asked for and^L sanS^H 
space to develop a slat quarry at Jatta. This hclncd mnn f 
gfcat extent. He was not on good terms with thc^fcofT • 2 

Khariaks, Sharif a fheod of‘;,Sld“S''f" 

time to time come to Jatta and stay with me as my guest 

At this time there lived at Lachi one Hassan Gul, a butcher bv 
trade and descent. He had accumulated some wealth and for 
services to the government been honoured by the bestowal on him 
of the title of “Kurshi Nashin” (holder of the chair). This entitled 
him to be asked to sit down when he called on any senior officer. 

The title and his wealth went to Hassan Gul’s head and he waxed 
' arrogant. He set himself up as the rival and equal in position of 
Sharif Khan and other notables of ancient stock, and at official 
meetings would argue with them heatedly. At first the villages 
treated him w'ith contempt as an upstart, but after a time he got 
together a not inconsiderable following of the riff-raff of the village. 

He could not bear the contempt with which Sharif Khan treated him 
wd bec^e incautious in his utterances. He spoke snceringly and 
disparagingly about the female members of Sharif Khan’s family . I 
knew then that his time on earth was short. After he had said 
something particularly disparaging, I gave him a week, but he w^ 
dead before that. He knew that an attempt on his life might Iw rnde 
^d he had taken all possible precautions. Two 
made these remarks about Sharif Khan’s 
anvtk spent the night with me. I begged 

y^bing foolish, but he said nothing. 

someK*!?* ''pry night when it was still |**’°Ylrhen Hassan 

Gui^°^y kicked on Hassan Gul’s this person shot 

Sing no trace behind. 

Gul through the heart and fled, lea 8 
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This 

from 


. L . the Muslim Imam (priest) and put the Dr,^. 

1 then sent for t adamant and gave manv^r^^®^®! 

tohim. Atfirsthe rcfos^a^a^^^ him,^"i^ons 

Q^h h-’^fhave wnt for you not to order >ou to do anything vj'''' 
Sahib , 1 have sent i ^ request your assistance a 

militates against j^u . strife, and I do not r ^ * 

j^on of God do not. 1 have heard h? to 

have people quarreling. Therefore, I ask for vS ^oii 

are a Pe’'?,®" ^ ^ ,j„, humming and hawing, he agreed. ?o > ' 
ZmZs sealed ail^I had no fiirther trouble on the aceoun? [ 

As regards the roof to the prayer platfoiro, 1 got together [ 
Imams of The village and aaer entertaining them to a high tea , ' 
little bit of diplomacy to put them in a rcccptwe mood, suggested’,; I 
them that I thought that a mosque, the platform woui^ 

become if roofed, could not be erected on land vvhich did not bclono 
to the community. They said that was so. sa*d that as the 

prayer platform was constructed on land which did not belong to 
the community, it should be removed. But, as prayers had been said 
on it and the ground was now hallowed, I \yas prepared to allow it 
to remain provided they dropped the question of a roof. Anyhow, 
the attendance there for prayers was not much, most people I 
preferring to attend prayers at the big mosque where greater ’ 
blessings were supposed to accrue when prayers were said there 
After some discussion, my proposal was adopted and we parted the ' 
best of friends. 

There were two more matters to be settled, the site of the 
mosque in the new village and the extension to the “Jama Masjid 
It was with the greatest diffieulty that I got the chief mining 
engineer to sanction a plot of the dimensions which would permit of 
the mosque being constructed with its “mirab” facing the west. He 
was ignorant about anything pertaining to Islam and could not see 
the necessity. 

As regards the extension to the “Jama Masjid” this 
be permitted. The miners wanted to extend the north wall ten j 
The tramline from the mine ran along the north wall and , aj 
^ extended this meant that the tramline would have to ‘ 
could not be done as on the other side of the tramline eig j 
It was a precipice which fell into the gorge. I pointed t * 
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, the men. - 


but they said that was the 

' a hint that they xvould be If ^ Sovemment, 

"niild not get them to agree to my wishcc I As I 

r; omc excuse or other. I sat 

Huring those two weeks, 1 went to the mosni.n^ a fortnight and 
many people attended and whether an c\tcn^" Fridays to sec 

1^9. /^n fvvn SUCCCS<?1VP Frirto..- ^ ^^^CnSlOn wat5 


those two weeks, 1 wem to Se’ZSue'^^ =>/ortnigif 
hoW many people attended and whether an exten^^ Prida>s to sec 
on t'vo sucoosn,™ Fndn,-, to, to 

I fi.xcd another day for a mcctinB with th,. u j 
meeting I pointed out that on two succwsiJe 
j-v for prayers, I went down to tho special 

itcndancc barely filled half of it and thcrcS??S 
Hid not appear to be at all ncccssarv I lUn 1,*° ^ extension 

demolishing and rebuilding of the nSrth wall wild cSl f Iw of 
money and asked why they could not let matters be Sri 11 
tremendous argument among themselves with mn in.. ^ 
remarks to the effect that headmen were appointed toLsist nff 
and not to raise obstacles. Eventually they said t?cy would acSS a 
token extension and they would not build any actual one bm thi 
sanction on the file would show that they had won Sir plim 
rather a childish idea, but they arc a simple folk. As I had woli mv 
point I agreed and sanctioned an extension of one foot with SI 
proviso that it should not unnecessarily be availed of. 

was to get both communities to make friends 

Anhc mrtf .k"® ^ ‘ arranged 

that th^v ‘^"’l”■“ccd each other and assured me 

wl ^ ‘1 o^l’cr Shortly afterwards 

SLf?r and instead of going back to mv Pathans, I was 

called up for Army Services. 
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CHAPTER XXVI 

incidents at koiiat 


During the war I served with the armed forces for four yca^j „ 
which time the civil authorities required my services for 
special work, obtained my release from service m the field 
posted me back to the Frontier, this time as a senior off^ 
incharge of a division. 




Men whom I knew and lived among in the past came from far 
and near to meet me at Kohat, and 1 really felt as if I had come 
home. My jurisdiction in connection with the Central Excise 
Department extended all over the province, but my heart was with 
the Khattaks. As my touring took me mostly to places connected by 
road, 1 invested in a Pontiac sedan. I soon settled down to my nc^v 
duties. The first important task was to persuade the Pathan tobacco 
growers to accept the tobacco excise duty which had just been 
imposed. The Pathans arc a very conservative people, and there 
was a great deal of unrest over the imposition of this duty, the 
growers especially being most vociferous in their objections, 
Eventually I managed to convince them, on my personal assurance, 
that the duty fell on the consumer and not on the grower. Tlicy area 
simple folk. They would not accept the rules governing the 
cultivation of tobacco until I assured them of this fact on my 
honour The meetings with growers w'ould try the patience of Job, 
which I did not have, and after a noisy three or four hours o 
arguing when 1 was beginning to*gct annoy ed, they would get up 
and say, “Well, Goodwin Sahib, we know' you, and since 
that the duty is not on us, but on the consumer, we accept) 
word”. 


One of my tours took me to Dera Ismail Khan at 
end of the province. The road from Kohat to Dera runs viaj 
^d to safeguard travelers from attacks bv marauding 
he road is picketed the whole way. This road for a major pod J 

w.r" side by Waziristan, the home oi 

Wazirs and Mahsuds. 


the than Dera Ismail Khan ^1 

Khan” M ' ” hy, it used to be referred to a jyl 

Khan My visit was paid during the early autumn when d 
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. warm. I put “P Dera in the circuit house tk» 
fad'y additional police, who found the pickets “mmandant 
•'fputting "P "'“P 'I* 

"^.rtondant, who was an old friend casuallv inn. • ^ the 

•“SloS p" s«'"g Kd J" 5“ 

“'Slcaving l«id“At6,00a n, - “"y “<>« “tol time I 

jnttnu 

His reaction was unexp^ted and instantaneous He rcolied 
..you will do no such thing. You will not leave before 7 30 a m 
ire that the pickets are not up. They start going up at 7 30 a:m 
and arc in position by 8 00 a m. - picketing starts from Yarik” 
^arik is 18 miles for Dera). 


I was traveling from Dera to Karak via Bannu, Not realising 
the situation and the danger involved, I set out quietly from Dera at 
6.30 a.m. 


After passing Yarik, I noticed on my left front, 300 yards 
from the road, a gang of about eleven armed men proceeding 
e.\pcditiously in the direction of the Takht-i-Sulaiman (Throne of 
solmon), a mountain about 11,000 to 12,000 feel in height situated 
in the Mahsud country-. On hearing the hum of the car, they started 
running towards the road. I had not y et passed them. I realized that 
they possibly were Mahsud raiders returning to their country after a 
rai^d. As the road was narrow, to stop and turn the car would have 
tTOn time and give them a fairly go^ target to shoot at. The only 
thing to do was to accelerate and pass them at speed. The Pontiac 
responded nobly, and I was doing 75 miles per hour when passing 
cm They were at that moment about 200 yards from the road, 
calizing they could not get close enough in time, the raiders laid 
ow-n and commenced firing at the car. They could not have given 
c correct fonvard allowance, as they did not register a hit. 


^hcad, on the left of the road, there was a large sand 
'viih u ^ turned to the left behind the dune. I took the turn 
nic ^ screaming in protest. The dune was now protecting 

Safe raiders, so I slowed down, as 1 was now 

*^^^tction now' set in and I started giggling. 


V'lth nic in the car were two sepoys, awl a P0PP|y 
^"teodent, Tlie sepoys ..ere both Khanab and bad ton »,.h 
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undergo ''^P^JJ^^an^coufd ^ p6ssibly go to prisoJts'’hc 

they He returned after an hour bringing four ch.it 

from somebodv. He informed me that nobodv 

along with ° could not he be forgiven, as otherwise? 

lend him d Mahommed Jan whether w 

children would sta^_ ft 1 recused, as occasionally nen? 

brought .. . ; affirmative 1 could not cancel n!^ 

STsTi had\lrcSdv written my judgment and entered disposal of 
?hc casern the records, so I paid the fine of ten rupees myself and 

gaveS accused a light kick in the pants. 

To cct back to the subject of this chapter 1 had arrived at 
Bahadur Khcl on tour and was sitting in the courtNurd having a cup 
of tea with the officer in charge, the inspectors and Malik Badshah 
Jan who besides being the owner of a salt quarry , was a jemadar m 
the Kohat District levies. We had finished drinking our tea when a 
fair blue cved handsome Pathan \ outh came up and said he had a 
request to make. He stated that Malik Badshah Jan had not paid 
him his share of the salt “inam” (allowance), and his share of the 
proceeds of the sale of salt from the salt quarry in which he had 
working rights. This was a matter that concerned, in the first 
instance the officer in charge and 1 told the applicant that he should 
appiv first to him This was an ancient complaint and had been 
decided once before. The officer in charge told the complainant to 
put in an application and he would look into the 
Incidentally, the complainant was a distant cousin of Badshah Jan 
and the reader will recollect that 1 have somewhere in a 
chapter said that the word for enmity in Pushto is derived from 
word for cousin. Unfortunately, Badshah Jan said something an 
they started arguing the point and in arguing lost their tempers 

The youth. I have after so many years forgotten his naj^- 
rushed at Badshah Jan with a small knife in his hand. Badshan 
although armed with a revolver (.455 bore) stood up with a 
his hand. I jumped up and stood between them and told them . 
not to be foolish. The young Pathan went and stood near the ^ 
wire entanglement glowering at Badshah Jan, muttering 
audible threats. 

I was not at ease and suspected that th? i 

end id something tragic might occur I frSa7Bad°!;t 

^ rShough he appeared calm, was inwardly simmer^f 

insult to him in public. Accordingly I^we^Tun m 

5 

Lunch was a^ounced_^ I did not like the idea of Badshah 

Ian leaving so soon after the other and invited him to stay and have 

I nch with me, but he exeused himself saying that he had a lot nf 
Ivork to do. As I knew they, Pathans, had their meal at 11.00 a m. I 
allowed him to leave, making him promise that he would go straight 
to his post and avoid any further quarrel. He left after assuring me 
that nothing would happen and that 1 was not to worry. I got up to 
wash my hands and had scarcely done so when 1 heard five or six 
whip-like reports, as if a pistol or revolver had been fired. What I 
fcared had happened. 

There were about fifty men standing outside the courtyard 
and barbed wire waiting to interview me. From their garbled 
version, this is what I gathered had happened. As soon as Badshah 

Jan got out of the gate in the barbed wire, he saw the young Pathan 
talking to some people. He said to him “Why do you not show me 
your Imife now?”. 

This taunt was more than the youth could tolerate and it 
was very wrong of Badshah Jan to make it, after he had promised 
me that nothing would happen, leave, alone provoking a quarrel. 

young Pathan advanced on Badshah Jan with his small knife, 
whereon Badshah Jan from a distance of two yards fired five or six 
shots at him, hitting him twice in the region of the heart. He missed 
with the other shots, but accidentally wounded two of the men 
standing by. 

p.,. I ran to see what had happened, when I saw the you^ 
andt gate slowly with his hand over his heart. IstopH 

lav stopped and said, “See what he has done to me He slowly 
diert °|\'^ the ground, stretched out his legs, gave t\vo S^P . 

His vitality must have been tremendous, as he had walked at 
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to. ..(.y yards ato 

fear of being eSrpoy brought and plaeed thL>'<l 

come near the fcet together, and also tied the^^ 

on It. 1 closed th > > P people. The arms were 

toes , jhen covered the body with a sheet to keen 

alongside ^ebc^le I‘ i pd some time and commenced ih5 

•Sr.Jd “ ai -a. whosa iajarias fom,.»,o,y 
serious, were attended to. 

At the police enquiry, none of the fifty men present whe„ 
the shooting occurred gave any satisfactory and clwr account of 
what had happened. Again it was fwr of a feud with the relatives of 
Badshah Jan, in case he was found guilty of murder. Even the two 
wounded men stated they were leaking the other way when the 
firing took place. 1 have related the story of thi^s r^her ruthless 
affair to show how Khattaks on the slightest of differences lose 
tempers, *^see red'' snd commit murders. After giving my account of 
the tragedy to the Inspector of Police, I continued on to Karak, but 
for many 'days 1 could not forget the sad, stricken look in the eyes 
of that handsome young man. 

Badshah Jan was arrested and subsequently released on the 
plea of self-defence. 

CHAPTER XXVIH 

A MARKHOR SHOOT AND THE THEFT OF 
RIFLES FROM GURGURRO 

After the police had recorded my evidence in connection with the 
recent tragedy at Bahadur Khel, I set out for Karak. On the way j 
stopped at Surdaq and rode up to Gurgurro post, which had 
recently been reconstructed on the collapse, during the monsoonrO 
the old post. The new post, unlike the old, was constructed only ^ 
foot above ground level for reasons of economy. The previous po 
had a plinth of fifteen feet and was, thus about fifteen feet 
the level of the ground. As the levy and Surdaq posts were only 
of a mile distant from Gurgurro, the erection of a stronger ''f 
considered not necessary. Gurgurro was fated to be the 
pother tragedy. After my inspection of the building and ^ 
and accouterments of the men posted there, I continued o" 
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./,rik admiring “cn route” the sawtoothed rr.., r . 
fntcen Hill), and Lowargarh (Great Hi I) raS* m ^‘’•"Sarh 
<^,fstill at Karak and as there w-crc siven dfve- Jan 

iged for inc to try and shoot a BhorTn 
Jl^rkhor is a hill antelope with soiral iTncc°^ °!1 ^hingarh. A 
up from the forehead. "'hich stand 

sw-^TccorpTS;; fgpS 't 

;S PS to an Wu,y Z 5 

laughing, joking and singing on this informal trip and 
four hours of easy riding that we arrived at the base of dl i"fi 
There arc no salt deposits in the Shingarh and thc^watcr^mmi 
springs IS pure and sweet. A puiplc vine is grown in the orchards at 
,he fwt of the hill and we helped ourselves to delicious ripe grape? 
On the way xvc stopped for lunch at a sandstone basif of fS 
clean water. Tlie men asked me, “Sahib, have you ever eaten 
‘Coke? On my saying no, they said they would introduce me ? a 
favourite Pathan bread, cooked only when they were out on 
•shikar or on a long journey^ A fire of sticks was lit and round 
pebbles the size of a cricket ball or may-be a little bigger were 
throwm into the fire. A batter was then prepared of three kinds of 
flour wheat barley and com; salt was added. The batter was then 
rolled out to the thickness of about half an inch. The pebbles, which 

the h^ttn'r"’*^ and portions of 

from flip wrapped around them. Embers were then raked out 

it in,S'A,™'’ 'vitl. the toner 

sliehtlv hrn oook. As soon as the batter became 

for^us tn o oracked and handed round 

admit th-n ^ "P'y onions. I am not partial to raw onions, but 1 
•’admadernehungtyand the fresh air 

cnonru?*^ slopes of the Shingarh are very steep. The hill rises 
°n a roof r ^^"dstonc slabs overlapping each other like the titles 
'•’® crest * 'rttonded climbing first to the top and then moving along 
^’’d I shn* u kand gorges for Markhor. By the way, 
"'’atcr of^' mentioned it first, the word ‘Markhor’ means 

'^•’or” IT, ^”akcs”. In Persian the word “mar” means snake and 
^onie pu “cater of snakes”. The climb up was difficult. In 
‘ CCS steps had to be cut in the sandstone and a rope used. I 
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Khattaks do not like to bur\' their dead in a foreign ncanna dormant nowadays, but Shadamir’s sons are 

so the body of Shadamir was packed in ice and brought in a lo , killing nianhood and when they do we may expect a retaliatory 

his village for internment. ^ 
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On the western faee of the hill about three hundred r 
below the summit are some rock salt outcrops, and to protect > 
from smugglers a strong guard post was constructed abov 
outcrops For the safety of .^occupants the posts was buiir.?' 
plinth nventy feet in height. The number of men manning thi'®"’ 
K seven one havildar and si.x sepoys. Visits by touring ofe" 
w“e frequent, as on account of its isolatmn, if^ything happj 
to the inmates it might not be known for days s^e rules aS 
regulations for manning the post were applicable as for Ghurg^ 
and other isolated posts. The portable giving access to the 

post was only to be lowered and raised when ^ybody wished 
descend or come up. At night it never was to be lowered. If a sep^ 
wished during the night to attend to the call of nature, a sepafato 
drain inside existed for this purpose^ Sepoys posted to isolated 
localities do get slack and careless in the observance of precautions 
The men posted at Shahdrang, beyond the inspection of outcrops 
once a day, had very little else to do and they spent their time 
sleeping, eating, or making baskets for sale from the leaves of the 
dwarf palm. 

One day, two sepoys with the permission of the havildar, a 
colourless sort of individual named Mahbub, left for their homes on 
unauthorised leave. The havildar was not authorised to grant any 
leave because to maintain the strength of the post in full, if any 
sepoy required leave, a substitute had to be sent in his place and 
this only could be done by the officer in charge at Jatta. 

Besides these two, one sepoy left to inspect the outcrops of 
salt down the valley. He took his rifle with him. He was wise as 
every sepoy is responsible for his own weapon. Another man left to 
fetch water for drinking purposes from a spring at the foot of tn® 
hill one and a half miles distant. There thus were only the 
and two sepoys manning the post, but nothing would have occurred 
if they had not allowed anybody to enter. 

After the four men had left, five armed strangers aniv^ 
and as nobi^y was on guard (the sentry being inside 
playing cards with the other two) they ealled out and asked ^ 

^ strangers water is not forbidden, but it 
given down below and not in the post. 


148 


The havildar evidently was in an . 

,,ked them to come up and join him in a cun and 

ho where outlaws by the way, accented strangers 

,hJ sepoys let down the ladder for theS to of 

fnd drank their tea and evidently had Jot | 
jTiilst chatting, they glanced round the post 2 

dling in tribal territory for mpccs one thousand '"f 

gnd ammunition at one rupee a round. hundred each. 

Here was rupees nine thousand to be had fnr fi,», t, 
in addition the cost of the ammunition. It must 
heads of the outlaws at that time to steal the rifles At a 
outlaws covered the havildar and the sepoys with thdr ri£n?[r 

„«! to up. H-c ha,jl*, pro.yKdrd S""?fcS: 
return I get for my hospitality?” * 

The leader of the outlaws relied, “If you are fool enoueh to 
pemiit strangers to enter your post, you deserve nothing bftter 
Your officer will now know what a fool of a havildar he posted 
to Shahdrang To add insult to injury the outlaws gave him a 
couple of kicks in the pants. The outlaw was correct in thus 
despising the havildar, as he did not know the men and had asked 
for trouble in allowing them to enter. 

They took the six rifles, bandoleers and reserve stock of 
ammunition and made off. They closed the door of the post from 
outside, and left the ladder standing against the wall. 

Two hours after they left, the sepoy who had gone to 
Inspect the outcrops returned, and seeing the door closed and the 
He against the wall, suspected something was wrong, 

mov After some time as there were no si^s of 

Dost^*K^^u ^card muffled sounds proceeding from inside the 

saw k ^ climbed the ladder and opened the door. He 

felca^'V u ^ comrades, tied up, lying on the floor. He immediately 

them, and they related the whole story to him. 

that tL ^ext thing to do w^as to concoct a plausible story, so 
j ^^ame for what had occurred should not come on them, 
the I. avail them much, as when I conducted the enquiry' into 
of the rifles, their story broke down under cross- 
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economic factors play no inconsiderable part in influencing then, 
seek service in the army. They make intelligent ai^ '**^Pcndahi° 
soldiers, and are much appreciated as such by their officers. Duri'' 
the British Rule a fair number of them were promoted to Kin'"! 
Commissioned rank. It is commonly reported in Khattak circles thu 
a Bhangi Khcl girl will not marry a man who has not served or;! 
not serving in the army. It is not suiprismg, therefore, when th! 
women folk of the clan arc imbued \vith militant feelings that their 
sons should embrace the profession of arms as a livelihood. 

CHAPTER XXXV 

A VISIT TO the khattak AFTER 

Dilawar Khan, of whom 1 have made mention in the 
chapter of ‘Life among the Pathans’ entitled The beginning of a 
feud", was brought up by me from the time he was twelve years 
old, after the death of his father. His father Alam Khan was killed 
by my side in trying to protect me during a fight with outlaws. 
Before d\ ing he asked me to look after his family. On my promising 
to do so he smiled and said, ‘British officers keep their promises. I 
replied, ‘I will keep mine”. 

Alam Khan then smiled again and died. 

Dilawar’s three sons, Mohd Zaman khan, Shcr Zaman 
Khan and Gul Zaman Khan, were all bom, one may say in front of 
me. and I am rearing and educating them, although my promise to 
Alam Khan was only with reference to Dilawar Khan. It is grea 
fun, and teaching them helps to pass the time. 1 am rearing ^ 
good Muslims and citizens of Pakistan. They are manly > 
fellows and have all the characteristics of pure Pathans - orav^^ 
charitable, hospitable and of course quick to anger, and as l 
cool down. Little Gul Zaman was attacked at school by a n 
bigger boy. He came home with blood and scratches on ^ 
smiling broadly and said to me ‘Grandfather (Nekuh), a bov 
than me tried to bully me, and scratched my face like a girl nv 
nails. I hit him with my fist on the nose and mouth, not 
but straight from the shoulder as you taught me. When the . 
the blood flowing from his mouth and nose he started cn'i J? 
ran away. I hope you are pleased with me as I w'on the tiS 


162 


, WtlKr saw ,!» r,sl„ a„<, 


(.|dcf 
was I 

Aftur staying with and scrvinc nv* fnr c* 

Mired from service, Dilawar Khan asked for I 

;; vdlagc near Karak to look after | 8° ‘o 

gjicSs ncglcccd I save l,i,„ 

^ j2casionally visits me and them. Pathan^ do noUm 

g children, and he must have fa.tirand tm t m m^Z 
ihing that occasionally worries him, is that some ^ 

£ ^ay secretly come to Rawalpindi and hZ Sm f re",'.? 
him on this matter and told him that Khattaks do not war oJ 

children. 

^icv arc courageous little fellows. \Vl,cn in September 
, 965 , the Indian Air Force bombed Rawalpindi without a 
dccbration of war, instead of lying down as ordered by me when 
the bombs which fell near Satellite-town exploded, they would iumn 
up to see the fun. Two 500 pound bombs fell just outside my 
compound about fifty \ards from the building and by the mercy of 
God did not explode. Tlie lads did not turn a hair. When the bombs 
which delved several feet into the ground were being dug out the 
litile devils wanted to go and see the fun. I packed them off 
immediately to their country' for the duration of hostilities. 

At the beginning of April 1965 Dilawar Khan came to 
awmpindi and invited me to visit the Khattaks on the occasion of 
AK EID-UL-ZUHA. This festival commemorates 

^ attempt to sacrifice his son Isaac as an offering to Allah 
Pr I'' ^he Muslims say it was Ismael, from whom their Holy 
, I’opnet IS descended and not Isaac who was to be sacrificed I was 
^i'^'var, that all the retired sepoys and serving men 
as ^'ippointed, had asked him to persuade me to visit them, 

seen me for over fifteen years, and for them to visit 
served was expensive. A good number of the sepoys had 
•“cserD regiment, and on retirement, or when placed on the 

release had been appointed by me in The Civil Amicd 


* commanded. 


I agr.> J was desirous of visiting my old stamping grounds so 
^ ^cd to go, Dilawar came to Rawalpindi five days before the 
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kind gentleman he was, came to sec it. His treatment saved a very 
valuable animal, and as we both loved horses and shooting wg 
became fast friends. He was as brave as a lion. On one occasion 
when a guest of his wounded a wild boar and thrown from his 

horse, Pataudi dismounted at once, and caught the boar by the hin(j 
legs, turned it over, and shouted to his guest to stab it with his 
spear. The only tiger I shot was at a hunt arranged for me by 
Pataudi. It was a magnificent beast, and like the courageous 
gentleman he was, died without a murm^. I never shot a tiger after 
this. The dead animal looked so magnificent even in death that I 
made a resolve not to shoot a tiger again. 

The Thakur of Jassore was my nearest neighbour and a 
very close and dear friend. He was a man of quite a different type. 
Like all Rajputs very courteous and hospitable but reserved. It was 
he who taught me to play polo. 1 used to visit him at his castle 
fairly often. He lived in a fort constructed in about the fifteenth 
century, although he had modem accommodation for his guests. 

His mie was feudal at its best. His tenants practically worshipped 
him. He used to lend me his horses which were very well trained for 
polo and pig sticking. 

A special breed of camel w^as bred in these Rajput states. 
TTiey were swift and pow'crfiil, I mean in endurance. They were 
used by robber chiefs on the occasions of dacoitics. These ^els 
could travel at the speed of 100 miles a day for four days, and these 
robbers would commit their dacoitics far from their homes and 
riding these swift camels put a couple of hundred miles 
them and the scene of their dacoity and were thus sate trom 
detection. 

I kept a couple of Greyhounds (Punjab 

Occasionally the dog, ‘Shian’ by name, would go out on ^ 

and come back with a rabbit, wagging his tail to show m 
great lad he was. 

There were many wolves in the tract. They did a 
damage, and were a menace. They used to kill the donkey 
used to transport the salt from the pits to the one 

Wolves kill by tearing the abdomen of their prey mst. 
occasion a young heifer was pulled down by a couple an^l 

outside my compound. I hid in a bush with my shot g 

-•vaited their return to their prey. After a linio u i . 

Lproaching very eautiously. First one would ® 

fifcn stand and look around. After a while hie ® I'ttlc and 

nd goTast and after going a linlc ah2 .If 

Cr advaneed. They kept up ^ J 

£d heifer when I shot them both ‘he 

The world influenza CDidcmir in loio * i 
< packpadra. Men at the posts would all be attackd af 

Se,'’and there would be nobody availabl^ Tbn g e 
headquarters I instituted a s>stem of daily patrols and vaSted 
niost of the ^ts, and brought the living to the hospital at 
Headquarters. 'Hie whole area was deserted, and I had an awfb 
time arranging for the burning of dead Hindus, and the burial of 
Muslims according to the rites of their faith. It was with the utmost 
difficulty that I could obtain burial shrouds for the Muslims as all 
the traders of Pachpadra City had left their homes through fear of 
the epidemic. 

All the inhabitants of Jodhpur State were not Rajputs A 
tribe of Aboriginals called Bhils were also inhabitants of the State 

They were hunters and cattle thieves >ar excellence’. An ancient 
custom prevailed at the enthronement ceremonies of a new ruler. 

The custom was that the new ruler was not considered truly 
enthroned until a Bhil put a saffron mark, called a Tikka, on the 
forehead of the new ruler. This custom probably had something to 
do with the fact that the Bhils were the original rulers of this part of 
India, until the Rajputs came and took possession of the country, 
'^nen they left other parts of India which the Muslims were taking 
old Bhil named Ahsea with pride once showed the tree on 
l^nich his grandfather would hang Manvaris (the Lombards of 
ndia) whom he w^aylaid and robbed. I enquired wby it was 
ccessary to hang his victims. He replied, ‘So that they could not 
©•ve information’ against or recognise the robbers in case they were 
inf ^ once had a frightening experience at night. I received 

si^^^^^^'on that a man was lying dead among the sand dunes about 
for tik* distant. With my men I took a charpoy and set out to look 
,. c body. It was very dark and we only had a rough idea of the 
'vhich the body lay. When we arrived in the 
^®^*^hood of the place, I was hunting around with my lorch, 
bui " “ suddenly shone on the grinning face of a stout powerfully 
Ulan, who appeared to be dead. I shrieked with horror at the 
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When my Mother asked Guli if this was so, he said to m 
"You have gone and spoilt everything, was only entertaining th' 

Memsahib” 


The hospitality of the Pathans is proverbial, and the Khattaks 
maintain this tradition in an admirable manner. 


Weddings, circumcision ceremonies and the births of sons 
are always celebrated with feasts. I, together with my men used to 
be invited to these celebrations and so as not to give offence 
invariably used to accept. It was rather tiring at times, as I had to 
take care if I attended a party of one section of the village, 1 had to 
do likewise if on some joyous occasion I was invited by the chiefs 
of the other section. 


It was considered necessary if the host had as a guest a 
notable or important official, that he invite to the party all the 
senior mashars (Elders) even if he was at feud or not on good terms 
with them On such occasion his behaviour and attitude would be 
impeccable, and he would pay them the highest possible respect and 
attention When an enemy-guest was approaching, a man alrwdy 
posted on the lookout would whisper the information to the host, 
who would immediately go to the entrance of his home to welcome 
him, and likewise on his departure escort him. To see men who 
would ordinarily not speak to each other, sitting down together 
conversing amicably and the host pressing delicacies on his guc , 
was to me astonishing and pleasing. 

This was the law of hospitality at its very best. 
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TYPICAL TRANS-BORDER PATHAN 
The Dog ‘GULI’ mentioned in Chapter Five. 
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SPOTTING OORIAL 

Chapter 22. Snapshot taken just before I shot tvvooonal 
whilst Abdul Mannan outlaw was hunting me 
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A Kir PR ^ BUNGALOW WITH HIS 

FAKIR KHAN - KHATTAK DANCER ORDERLY AND BULL TERRIER 
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DILAWAR KHAN 












A Young Khattak Dandy, 

He was Killed in a Gun Battle by enemies. 
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Chapter 22, The two Oorial I shot, mentioned m Chapter 22. 





























AFGHAN (KHOSTWAL) WITH CAMELS AT BAHADUR KHEL 
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A Close view of the Author’s Residenee at Jatta 
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Ruins of the Barrack/Residential lines of the Troops at Jatta. 
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Reianants of the Rest House located in the mountains of 
Salt Deposits Near Jatta Ismail KJicl 



An over-view of the troops barracks/lmes piesenlly in 
a Dilapidated State at Jatta. 
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Ruins of the rest house adjacent to »h.- salt deposits at Jatta. 



Author’s Residence at Jatta. 
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SKETCH MAP 
♦ HILLS SOUGHLYr WEST TO EAST ♦ 
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For over twenty years from 1927, Col, ‘Buster’ Goodwin 
was stationed on the North West Frontier among the 
Pathans. His vivid reminiscences include many incidents of 
his life in this rugged salt-mining country and bring out 

I r 

strongly his respect and affection for the Khattak tribes 
whose code of honour and character he know so well. 
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